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entertained, I did not intend to restrict the right of 
tition to the point which the Senator supposes 
my language meant. I know that in the general 
jations in reference to the affairs of society 
everybody has an interest. Everybody has an 
interest, for instance, in the case which the gentle- 
man put; for, although I may not now be a sailor | 
in the service, | may become one, and therefore I 
have a direct interest in the laws which regulate \ 
the discipline of the service. Now I put it to the || 
ntleman whether he has not the discrimination ! 
to see the entire want of application in the case he ! 
put by way of illustration to the principle I an- || 
nounced? Wherever there is any general rule || 
reculating the affairs of society which can here- || 
after operate on an individual, whatever it may |! 
be, by the establishment of the rule, it is an affair || 
in which he has a personal interest. It operates |) 
on him, though not at the instant, yet pro- || 
spectively, and he therefore has a right to be heard. 
These are not the class of cases I intended to em- 
brace in the remarks | made. ‘Those are of such 
acharacter that neither now or in time to come 
can the law which the memorialists seek to pass 
operate on them, and these are aclass of cases 
where I utterly deny the right of petition. Now, 
let me ask the Senator from New Hampshire, how 
can a law, either in this District or in any State of 
this Confederacy, in reference to slavery, operate || 
on acitizen of New Hampshire who may remain || 
at home all his life? It is utterly impossible that 
it can operate on him. 

Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) He may remove. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator says he 
may remove, and become a citizen of a State 
where the law would operate, and because by || 
possibility he may do that, therefore he has a || 
right to petition. Well, let us test the question, 
in this aspect, if you please. Have Ia right to 
petition Great Britain for a law operating on her 
citizens? Will the gentleman say I havea rizht 
to petition a foreign country to regulate her do- 
mestic code in such a way that when I choose to 
become a denizen or a naturalized citizen | may 
have the benefit of the laws I desired to have 
passed? I deny that [I have such a right. We 
may, then, without injustice to the citizen of New 
Hampshire, refuse to grant to him the right of pe- 
titioning in reference to a law which is to operate 
solely in other States, until he becomes a citizen 
of one of them. When he does become a citizen 
of one of them, I should be ready to hear him, but 
not until then. The distinctions which I have 
drawn, | think, are just and clear, and can easily 
be comprehended, and I think, therefore, it is a 
safe rule that I announced yesterday. 

A word or two in reference to this petition. I 
recollect the first petition, I believe, of a similar 
character, that was ever presented to the other 
branch of Congress, and I recollect, too, the sen- 
sation that was produced on that occasion. It 
was immediately arrested by the introduction of 
4 series of resolutions to censure the late ex-Presi- || 
dent Adams by the House, if they did not go so 
far as to expel him from his seat, in consequence || 
of his presentation of a petition of that character. 
The proceedings then instituted lost sight of the 
presentation of the petition, and were immediately 
converted into proceedings to try the individual 
who offered it, although at the time he presented 
the petition he coupled it with a motion to commit 
t to a select committee with instructions to report 
the reasons why the prayer of the petitioners 
should not be granted. Perhaps the country’ lost 
something in consequence of the House not adopt- 
ing the motion made, and referring the petition to 
4 sele& committee with that gentleman at the head 
of it, whereby we might have obtained one of 
those reports which always distinguished him, 
against-every attempt to dissolve the Union under 
which we live. However that may be, the peti- 
tion was d of by losing sight of it, and 
rying the individual for the inrpropriety of pre- 
senting it in the other branch of Congress. [ 
an No reproach cn the Senator from New 
hin mPehire at his having taken this course. It ts 
3 right to judge in these matters for himself, but 
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motives which actaated the gentleman from 
sylvania, [Mr. Sturceon. 
It becomes a question 


enn- 


dor us, when these peti- 
tions are presented, to dispose of them in some 
way, and I insist that we ought by resolution or 
report to lay down some principle by which the 
people should be governed, and that we should say, 
in some way, in regard to memorials asking Con- 
gress for things which Congress has no right to 
grant, that they have no.right to present memo- 
rials of that character. And 1 would go further 


will not operate on them but on others, it is an 


appiication on their part intermeddling in its char- || 


acter, and unworthy in principle. Now, if we} 
could reason with the people of the North, and 
lay down these principles for their consideration, 
and show to them that they were constantly inter- | 


meddling in matters that do not appertain to their | 
interests anywhere, it seems to me that it would 
have a good effect. [tis the only plan I have been 
able to devise to bring to an end the vexatious 
questions thatare constantly presenting themselves 
before the Senate. 
Mr. MANGUM. 


I move to lay the question 


of reception of the petition on the table, and on || 
| that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 


Severat Senators. 
rect vote on it. 

Mr. MANGUM. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. What is the | 
question? Is it on the reception of the petition? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | Itis. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, | have for some | 
years pursued but one course in regard to the re- | 
I have believed the petitions | 
which were sent-here in relation to slavery and 
the disposition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia,and within the Territories of the United States, 
were addressed to this body because Congress had 
power to act upon those subjects, and as I .recog- | 
nized that Congress had such power and authority, 
I believed it to be our duty to receive those peti- 
tions and dispose of them as we thought right and 
proper. The privilege of petitioning, of simply | 
offering an humble prayer to Congress, is a very 
humble privilege in any point of view in which | 
you choose to regard it; but, sir, there are some | 
matters that are too plain to be mistaken. 
are too obvious to require any consideration, and | 
among them is the question which is now pre- | 
sented for our consideration. I think there can 
be but one opinion in the Senate, but one mind 
among Senators here, in regard to the power and 
authority of Congress, under the Constitution, to | 
dissolve the Union, or to adopt any measure for | 
that purpose. It has no such power, it possesses 
no such authority, and the petition, therefore, is 


Oh, no; Jet us take a di- 


| 


not presented to a body that has any right to act || 


on the subject. That isa matter [I hold to be ex- | 
tremely clear. And it seems to me, to goa little | 
further than this, that when we come into this 
Chamber the first duty which the Constitution re- 
quires of us is, to go to your table and to swear 
port this 
Constitution. That is the first act which 
tor is bound to perform, the first duty which is 
imposed upon him by that instrument, and he can 
never become a member of this body until he per- 
forms that service. 

Well, sir, what are we called on todo? To sup- 
port that instrument which we have sworn to sup- 
port? No, sir; no, sir. 
destroy it, and [ am not prepared for a step of that 
description. I want, therefore, no time to consider 
a petition of this character, no opportunity to de- 
liberate upon it, and I am ready to act now. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise simply for the purpose of 
expressing my cordial acquiescence in the patriotic 
sentiments expressed by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Davis.} He deserves the more 
credit, permit me to say, for the avowal of these 
sentiments, in consideration of the fact that within 
the last ten days a large conventional assem 
of the citizens of the different parts of New E 
land has taken place in old Faneuil Hall itself, at 


They 








a Sena- | 


We are called upon to 
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|| which, after three or four days’ deliberation and 
discussion, a solemn resolution was adopted pro- 
viding for the dissolution of the Union, and denoun- 
cing all who did not concur with them in opinion. 
It is rather an amusing fact, if | may mention so 
light a matter in connection with topics so solemn, 
that the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate} 
was most wofully castigated by various speakers 
who attended the same convention. Sundry ha- 

| rangues were delivered against him in consequence 
| of his not going far enough, as they charged, in 
| supportof the cause of abolition. He seems to have 
| been understood by those who thus assembied in 
| Faneuil Hall, as not altogether as ultra on the sub- 
| ject of slavery as he might be, not being commit- 
ted like themselves to a dissolution of the Union, in 
order to bring about the destruction of an institu- 
| tion guarantied by the Constitution. They com- 


|| plained especially of his having on a late occasion 


| here acknowledged his respect for the guarantees 


of the Constitution on the subject of slavery, so far 
as they give protection to this inst®ution within 
the limits of the slave States. The honorable Sen- 
ator appears at present to have somewhat altered 
his attitude in regard to this matter; he is now 
willing to represent the wishes and opinions of 
those who go furthest in this crusade against the 
| South, and is even now willing to become the or- 
gan of those whose acknowledged design it is to 
destroy the Union itself in order to attain their fell 
purpose in regard to slavery. Neither Garrison, 
| nor Phillips, nor Frederick Douglass could find 
| fault with the course of the Senator from New 
Hampshire to-day. Well, sir, | am not very pro- 
foundly surprised at this change in the course of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. He 
| was so mercilessly castigated by the infuriate ora- 
| tors who addressed this convention at Faneuil 
Hall, that he might well apprehend some falling 
off in his cherished popularity in that particular 
section of the Union, if he did not very promptly 
announce his acquiescence in the teachings of those 
Solomons who have undertaken'to counsel the de- 
scendants of the Pilgrims as to their duty at this 
crisis. I have heretofore observed the fact, and 
have remarked upon it here, that the honorable 





'| Senator from New Hampshire never is denounced 


| for his moderation by the ultra-abolitionists of the 
| North, without becoming immediately more furi- 
ous himself than he had been before. 

| Mr. HALE. I hope the Senator from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Foore] will be juat; he is always se- 
| vere, because he cannot help it; but | appeal to 


| his sense of justice, if that course of remark is 


fair, when the journals show that a year agd I 
presented eight petitions of the same character as 
the one under consideration? [have ever occu- 
pied the same position, that of contending for the 
right of petition without reference to the subject 
of the petition. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, sir, it may be that the 
honorable Senator may not have undergone so 
serious a change in his opinions upon this subject 
as | had supposed. It may be that he wasalways 
an ultra-abolitionist, as he now seems to be. It 
may be that formerly, as now, he was willing to 
become the agent of unprincipled factionists, who 
have plotted the destruction of the Union in order 
to accomplish the ruin of the South. But certain 
it is, that gentlemen and compeers did not recog- 
nize him as thus affiliated with them, and devoted 
to the furtherance of their views, as he has now 
showed himself to be. Had they so understood 
the matter they would doubtless have commended 
him instead of censuring him. We certainly un- 
derstand the Senator now, if we never did before. 
We now understand him as being the willing agent 
of those who denounce the Constitution which he 
is sworn to support, and declare it to be their un- 
alterable resolution to destroy the Union in order 
toabolish slavery. Sir, those persons, whose organ 
the honorable gentleman now is, are quite numer- 
ous in New England. They have become quite 
an influential body of men. ‘They are able to con- 
trol many thousands of votes in all popular elections. 
The honorable gentleman is an aspiring man; he 
has been mentioned as a person worthy to fill several 
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very high offices besides the one he now fills. He is 
known to be fond of popularity; and he told us the 
other day, with an indiscreet frankness which sur- 
prised some of us, that this neva agitation 
was kept up in the North chiefly by political aspi- 
rants, in order to secure their own advancement to 
high places. Under these circumstances, it is cer- 
tainly not very astonishing that the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire grows more and 
more rabid—more and more tempestuous in his 
harangues here, as the popular excitement in his 
own section of the Union becomes more and more 
intense, and as the denunciations against himself 
incrense in number and intensity. I rather con- 
dole with the honorable Senator than censure him 
on account of his conduct upon the present occa- 
sion. Certainly I cannot approve his conduct; it 
is, in truth, wholly unjustifiable. But | make some 
allowance for a gentleman so unfortunately cir- 
cumstanced, who is corapelled to make choice 
between doing his duty as a patriotic Senator of 
this body, and maintaining that popularity which 
is so dear toa man who has permitted political 
ambition to take up its residence in his bosom. 
I almost could find it in my heart to regret that the 
honorable Senator should have divulged the fact 
the other day, to which I have already alluded, 
that this question of slavery was one ridden 
by political agatators in New England as a mere 
electioneering hobby. 1 fear that Garrison and 
his allies will hardly confide in him so fully 
now as they might have done if he had not 
thus let the cat out of the bag, and indulged in this 
precions confession before the whole country. 
But that | condole so profoundly with the honor- 
able Senator from New Hampshire, on account of 
the compulsion to which he is from time to time 
subjected, and the necessity imposed upon him of 
doing many things here which I must hope are 
not entirely agreeable to his own taste, in order to 
keep up his popularity and influence at home— 
that is to say, among the factionists whose special 
agent in this body he undeniably is—I should be 
induced to apply to him and his conduct on the 
present occasion the harshest language and crimi- 
nation. I should be even induced to go further, 
and to impose upon him the severest penalties to 
which a member of this body can be subjected. 
One thing is certain: it was only a few years ago 
that John Quincy Adams himself was very nearly 
being expelled from the House of Representatives 
for undertaking to present in that body such a pe- 
tition as that now brought before us. Expelled 
he would certainly have been but for the merciful 
postponement of action upon the motion for ex- 
pulsion, which was accorded to his age and for- 
mer services, and the intermediate rendition of 
semi-satisfactory apologies in one form or another. 
I repeat, that but for the commisseration which I 
feel for the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, constrained, as he evidently considers him- 
self to be, to play the wretched part which he is 
now playing as the representative and agent of 
factionists and traitors, | should be not only in- 
duced to censure him harshly, but I should even 
be in favor of enforcing against him the heaviest 
penalties for factional misconduct. Perhaps | 
might even be willing to submit such a motion for 
expulsion myself, As it is, | will not do it. I 
am willing to let the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire do pretty much as he pleases in relation to 
this wees subject of slavery. I believe him to 
be really quite innocuous at this time; I feel cer- 
tain that his voice here, if it ever had any poten- 
tiality, has lost it all, and that, were he to talk 
here forever in favor of the abolition of slavery, 
he would not be able to alter the opinions or 
modify the action of a single intelligent human 
being, either in this body or out of it. I shall 
offer no motion for*expulsion, and I feel half in- 
duced even to take back my former threat of hang- 
ing him. Yes, sir, I will take it back; and I do 
accordingly declare that I have not the least idea 
of ever hanging the honorable gentleman, how- 
ever offensive his conduct in future may be. I 
hope that this formal declaration may be effectual 
to dispel all apprehensions heretofore entertained 
on that point. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to say to the Senator 
who threatens me with the resolution of expul- 
slot 

Mr. FOOTE. Oh no, I have expressly said I 
would not do it. ** De minimis non curat lex.”’ 

Mr. HALE. That means, I suppose, the law 





[ aos not care for smal! fish. 
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| ceived from the same sources. 
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[Laughter.] 1 have 
but a word to say. The Senator thinks the 
speech I made this morning to have been the re- 
sult of ‘some castigation I have received from 
newspapers. On the same principle, then, it is 
very probable that the speeches we get from him 
are to be attributed to the castigations he has re- 
If so, Lappeal to 
all the newspaper and letter writers in the country, 


| in the name of the Senate, and of humanity itself, 











not to castigate the Senator from Mississippi any 
more, for in doing so they punish the Senate and 
the world. 

Mr. FOOTE. I shall make but a short reply 
to the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. 
Whether the Senate is or is not punished by me 
in the way suggested, it is at least certain that I 
do endeavor to inflict more or less of punishment 
upon certain offenders in this body, in behalf of 
whom it is not at all surprising that the gentleman 
from New Hampshire should feel a special sym- 
pathy. I am willing that the Senate and the 
country shall determine whether the honorable 
gentleman or myself is most censurable upon the 
very delicate point referred to. As to my being 
instigated to address this body so frequently in the 
manner alluded to, | am glad to have it in my 


| power to assure the honorable gentleman that the 


newsp..pers of my vicinage, and indeed those of that 
whole section of the Union whence I come, seem 
not at all hostile tome. If I am censured by them 
at all, lam not myself aware of it; and, so far as 
[am informed on the subject, my public course 
stands approved, with very slight exceptions, in- 
deed, throughout the southern portion of the Con- 
federacy. I do not'very well know what is said 
of me elsewhere, nor do [ very much care. It is 
certain that I have at no time complained of edito- 
rial denunciations, and even the letter-writing tribe 
have seldom irritated my sensibilities. If I speak 
oftener than there is need -of my doing, it is per- 
haps more or less attributable to the cacoethes lo- 
quendi. For the comfort of the honorable Senator 
and his allies here, I could almost wish that I 
could become dumb; I cannot doubt that they 
would greatly rejoice at being relieved from that 
dread of punishment which sits now heavily upon 
their sensibilities. When causes of offence be- 
come less numerous, | hope to be spared the ne- 
cessity of speaking so often. When this happy 
state of things shall be brought about I cannot 
even divine. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is on 
the reception of the petition. _ 

Mr. CHASE. I call for the orders of the day. 

Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the question of 
reception on the table. 

Severna Senators. Oh no! let us take the 
vote on the direct question of reception. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Missisaippi. rise merely to 
make a few remarks upon the right of petition, 
and to notice the error which I think has pervaded 
the comparisons which have been instituted be- 
tween certain resolutions which were presented by 
the Senator from North Carolina and the petition 
which it is now proposed shall be received. The 
resolutions which were presented from North Car- 
olina were published in yesterday’s paper, and, 
after reading them, | think they refer to a state of 
case which the people of North Carolina might 
properly present as their grievance. They were 
resolutions for preserving the Union—calling upon 
Congress to take all measures in its power for that 
purpose. This was all legitimate. They had a 
right to petition Congress for a redress of griev- 
ances ; and, if it were in our power to redress those 
grievances, if it were within the legitimate func- 
tions of our legislation, we were bound to receive 
the petition and respectfully consider it. This case 
is exactly the reverse. Here is no grievance, un- 
less the Union isa grievance to those who petition. 
And they call upon Congress to do that which 
every one must admit Congress has no power to do 
—to dissolve peaceably the Union of the States. 
Then, sir, in the first place, there is no grievance; 
in the next place, there is no power; and, beyond all 
that, it is offensive to the Senate. It is offensive to 
recommend legislation for the dissolution of the 
Union—offensive to the Senate and to the whole 
country. If this Union is ever to be dissolved, it 
must be by the action of the States and the people. 
Whatever power Congress holds it holds under 
the Constitution, and that power is but a part of 
the Union, Congress has no power to legislate 
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upon that which will be the destruction of th 

whole foundation upon which their authority 
rests. I recollect a good muny years ago that ae 
Senator from Massachusetts who addressed the 
Senate this morning very pointedly described os 
right of petition as a very humble right—as the 
mere right to beg. This is my own view. T) 

right peaceably to assemble I hold as the viekt 
which it was intended to grant to the people; that 
was the only right which had ever been denied in 
our colonial condition. The right of petition had 
never been denied by Parliament. It was intended 
only to secure to the people, I say, the right peace. 
ably to assemble, whenever they choose to do so 

with intent to petition fora redress of grievances. 

But, sir, the right of petition, though but « 
poor right—the mere right to beg—may yet be 
carried to such an extent that we are bound to 
abate it asa nuisance. If the avenues to the Cap- 
itol_ were to be obstructed so that members wou!d 
find themselves unable to reach the halls of legis. 
lation because hordes of beggars presented them. 
selves in the way calling for relief, it would be a 
nuisance that would require to be abated, and 
Congress in self-defence would be compelied to 
remove tiem. But such a collection of beggars 
would not be half so great an evil as the petitions 
presented here on the subject of slavery. They 
disturb the peace of the country; they impede and 
pervert legislation by the excitement they create; 
do more to prevent rational investigation and 
proper action in this body thanany if not all other 
causes. Good, if ever designed, has never re- 
sulted, and it would be difficult to suppose that 
good is expected ever to flow from them. Why, 
then, should we be Lound to receive such petitions 
to the detriment of the publi¢e business; or rather 
why are they presented? I am not of those who 
believe we should be turned from the path of duty 
by out-of-door clamor, or that the evil can be re- 
moved by partial concession. ‘To receive is to 
give cause for further demands, and our direct and 
safe course is rejection. 

Yes, sir, their reception would serve only to em- 
barrass Congress, to disturb the tranquillity of the 
country, and to peril the union of the States. By 
every obligation, therefore, that rests upon us 
under the Constitution, upon every great principle 
upon which the Constitution is founded, we are 
bound to abate this as a great and growing evil. 
This petition, sir, was well described by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania as being spurious, and | 
have been assured of the fact from other sources 
of information that petitions are sent round in 
reference to other subjects—of temperance gener- 
ally—and after a long list of names have been 
obtained, the caption is cut off and the list of signa- 
tures attached to an abolition caption and sent 
here to excite one section of the Union against the 
other, to disturb the country and distract the legis- 
lation of Congress, to execute which we have our 
seats in this Chamber. For the reasons first stated 
I voted to receive the resolutions that were pre- 
sented by the Senator from North Carolina, and 
for the reasons I have just given shall vote to re- 
ject this petition, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
upon the reception of the petition, and upon that 
question the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the motion. I will read it. I move that, 
after the word ‘‘receive,’’ the following be insert- 
ed: **And that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to 
report, without unreasonable delay, that the Senate 
has neither the power nor the disposition to enter- 
tain the question.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. I beg leave to state 
to the Senator that that is a distinct motion ; and 
pod the reception of the petition it will be in 
order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will then ask leave of the 
Senate to state simply the ground upon which I 
shall vote for receiving this petition. I do not 
suppose that it will be in my power to enlighten 
any member of this house upon this long debated 
and much vexed question of the right of petition ; 
but | wish to have my vote go before my con- 


stituents accompanied by the reasons upon which 
that vote is founded. : 

I have considered carefully the course which 
was taken by a distinguished and lamented states 


man—— 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the honorable Senator 
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as me to make a suggestion that this subject be 


gsed over informally until to-morrow, in order |) so plain, so obvious, that no reasons for such re- || 


hat we may proceed to the consideration of the 
special order of the day. f 

Mr. SEWARD. [I shall be through in one mo- 
ment; indeed I should have concluded alt that I 
have to say by this time, ; 

| have considered—I was going on to say—the | 
course taken by a distinguished and lamented | 
statesman in the other House upon the occasion 
of the presentation of petitions of a character sim- 
ilar to that of the ene which is now presented 
_| mean the late John Quincy Adams—and I am 


received by way of vindicating the right of peti- 
ion. I have no more sympathy than he had with 
the object of a petition which prays for a dissolu- 
ton of this Union, [have no fear of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. I believe that it was not made 
hy madmen, nor can madmen destroy it; and I 
believe none but madmen would petition for its 
dissolution; and my rule always is, in regard to 
madmen, never to have any controversy with 
them. 
Mr. FOOTE. I will offer a single remark. I 
lament that the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, in addition to all the animadversions 
to which he has been subjected this morning, 
should have been fated to receive so severe a re- 
buke as that just administered to him by the hon- 
orable Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,} 
hetween whom and himself such tender ties of 
ofiliation and kindness have heretofore subsisted. 
The honorable Senator from New York solemnly | 
declares that he regards all such petitioners as 
those represented on this occasion by the honor- 
avle Senator from New Hampshire as madmen. 
So that, after all, the honorable Senator from 
New Hampshire is to be recognized as the organ, 
upon this foor, of madmen, for purposes of mis- 
chief! 4 severer reprimand, coming from such a 
quarter, could not well be imagined. 

Mr. MANGUM. We have devoted the entire 


this descriptiun—to the consideration of this ma-} 
ter, and it is not yet ended, nor is it likely soon to 
be ended; and it is really a matter that is utterly 
contemptible in itself. I move, therefore, that the 
motion to receive the petttion lie upon the table; 
and I shall decline to withdraw the motion at the 
request of any gentleman. 

The question being put— 

Mr. MANGUM demanded the yeas and nays. 

They were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to lay the questiop of reception upon the table, 
and, upon a division, it was negatived: Ayes 2, 
noes not counted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs upon the reception of the petition. 

Mr. CHASE. Iam unwilling to occupy any 
portion of the time of the Senate, and yet I do not 
wish to be compelled to vote upon this question 
without having an opportunity to express my 
views in relation to it. The honorable Senator 
from Texas is entitled to the floor upon the special 
order for this day. We have already exhausted 
the time usually devoted to business of this de- 
scription; I hope therefore that this subject will be 
laid upon the table to be taken up to-morrow, and 
that we shall now proceed to the consideration of 
the special order. I will move that the Senate 
how proceed to the consideration of the special 
order of the day. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That cannot be 
done until this question is disposed of. 

Mr. MANGUM, I object, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs upon the reception of the petition. 

Mr. CHASE. I am unwilling, sir, to give a 
vole upon that question at this time, unless I have 
&n Opportunity afforded me to assign the reasons 
or that vote, in order that they may go out with 
{he vote itself, 

I am one of those who believe that the right of 
petition belongs to the people, and that it is not 
within the constitutional power of this body, or of 
Ly, other legislative body, to abridge that right. 
I do not think it becomes us to define the precise 
object to which a petition shall be directed; but 
that, when petitions are presented here from the 
people, we, their representatives, are bound to re- 
ceive those petitions, and if we think.ft to decline 
answering their prayer, we are bound to assign 





satisfied, as he was, that the petition ought to be 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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jection they will be admitted. The Chair hears | 
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our reasons for the refusal? or else, if it be a case | 

i! 
fusal are necessary to be assigned, then we should | 
lay them upon the table without a reference, as we | 
frequently do. Isee no reason why the ordinary | 
course should be departed from in this case. e | 
had a set of resolutions presented here the other |, 
day by the Senator from North Carolina, in which || 
an ultimate result of the same character with that | 
contemplated by this petition, was referred to and || 
indicated as proper to be reached upon a certain | 
contingency, and those resolutions were received | 
almost by the unanimous vote of the Senate. 

Well, sir, if this petition be of the same char- | 
acter, and its substance directed to the same pur- | 
pose, why not receive the petition and dispose of | 
it as the resolutions presented by the Senator from | 
North Carolina were disposed of, by laying itupon | 
the table? Or if it be thought fit to give to this 
petition a different direction, why not. give it the || 
direction indicated by the Senator from New York? || 
Why not refer it to a committee which shall ex- | 


not act upon such a petition? Mr. President, we | 


_ have a precedent for the course which | propose to 


follow. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator from Ohio 
allow me to make an appeal to the Senate that this 
matter be passed by informally, and that we take | 
up the special order, so that the Senator from 
Texas may be no longer prevented from proceed- 
"Ee his remarks? 

Mr. CHASE. Certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
the further consideration of this question be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. I do sincerely hope that it 
will not be postponed, anxious as | am to accom- 
modate the honorable Senator from Texas. If we 
postpone this subject until to-morrow, it will prob- 


ably occupy the entire day. Let us get through. | 
{ | With ithow we are about it. 
morning—the time usually allotted to business of || 


Mr. FOOTE. If honorable Senators will reflect 
for a moment, I am sure they will yield to the mo- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Illinois. The 
remarks of the honorable Senator from Texas have 
been deferred from day to day, and it is due to 
him that he should have an opportunity to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe, sir, this is the third | 
time that I have been entitled to be heard agree- | 
ably to the order of the Senate. I have reason for 
wishing to address the Senate at this time, which 
I do not think it worth while to state. I certainly | 
should regard it as an act of courtesy on the part 
of the Senate if | were permitted to go on to-day. 

I shall not occupy more time to-day than I would | 
upon another day. 

Severar Senators. Agreed, agreed. 

The further consideration of the subject was ac- 
cordingly postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. Before proceeding to the 
consideration of the special order, I will move that || 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


Mr. FOOTE. I have just received a note sta- | 
ting that a good many ladies have come to the | 
Capitol for the purpose of hearing the speech of | 
the honorable Senator from Texas. ‘They were || 
permitted on a former occasion by the courtesy of || 
the Senate to be present on the floor of the Senate | 
Chamber, and [ trust the same courtesy will again || 
be extended to them. 

Mr. SEWARD. I second the motion. 

Mr. CLAY. By all means—let them come in. || 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- | 


it 


no objection—the Sergeant-at-Arms will admit the | 


ladies. 

THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY. \| 

The Senate proceeded to, the consideration of | 

the special order, viz: the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Houston on the 14th ultimo, aa follows: 


Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing | 
only a delegated authority, have no power over the subject | 
| 


of negro slavery within the limits of the United States, 
either to prohibit or interfere with itin the States, Territories, 
or District where, by municipal law, it now exists, Or to es- | 
tablish it in any State or Territory where it does not exist ; | 
but, as an assurance and guarantee to promote harmony, 
quiet apprehension, aud remove setional prejudice, which 





by possibility might impair or weaken love and devotion to 
the Union in any part of the country, it is hereby— 
Resolved, That, as the people in Territories have the same 
inherent rights of selt-government as the people in the States, 
if, in the exercise of such inherent rights, the p in the 
newly-acquired Territories, by the annexation of Texas and 
the acquisition of California and New Mexico, south of the 
parallel of 35 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude, ex- 
tending to the Pacific Ocean, shail establish negro slavery or 
prohibit it, such establishment or prohibition of negro slavery 
in the formation of their State governments shall be deemed 
no objection to their admission as a State or Stntes into the 
Hosen in accordance with the Constitution of the United 
lates. 


Mr. HOUSTON addressed the Senate for two 
hours in support of his resolution. A revised re- 
port of his speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the resolution be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE. 
Mr. FOOTE submitted the following, which he 


VAny || intends to offer as an amendment to the resolutions 
| hibit in a report the reasons why the prayer of the | 


| petitioners cannot be granted, why the Senate will | 


of compromise recently submitted and discussed 
by Mr. Cray; and on his motion it was ordered 
to be printed: 


Whereas it being desirable for the peace, concord, and 
harmony of the Union of these States, to settle and adjust 
amicably all existing questions of controversy between them, 
on the subject of slavery, upon a fair, equitable, just, and 
constitutional basis: Therefore, 

1. Resolved, Tiiat. Congress possesses, under the Conati- 
tution, full and evelusive power 6 admit or refuse to admit 
new States into the Union, of its own discretion, which dis- 
cretion, though, oughtin no case to be exercised arbitrarily, 


unjustly, or to the injury of any of the sovereign mémbers 


of the Confederacy, or (0 the injury or disparagement of 
any of their reserved rights. 

2. Resolved, That Congress possesses no power defini- 
tively to decide the strictly legul question whether slavery 
does or does not exist by law at the present time in the 
Territories recently acquired from the Republic of Mexico ; 
that full, authentic, and reliable information has not yet 
reached this body touching the question whether or not, in 
the absence of all restrictive or prohibitory legislation on 
the part of Congress, slavery is likely to be introduced into 
those Territories ; and that therefore it would be both un- 
seemly and impolitic to make any formal declaration of 


|| opinion at this time upon either of the points referred to. 


3. Resolved, That, without attempting to provide by law 
either for the admission of slavery into said Territories, or 
ils exclusion therefrom, appropriate territerial governments 


| ought to be established in them with as hittle delay as prac- 


ticable; which governments should be so framed as to be 
exempt from all restriction, limitation, or condition, in ref- 
erence to slavery, and to afford full protection and security 
to life, liberty, and property, in conformity with the provis- 
ions of the Constitution of the United States 

4. Resolved, That, in the judgment of the Senate, Califor- 
nia is not, at the present time, absolutely entitied to adais- 
sion into the Union as a State; that whether she should be 
adinitted or not is a simple question of expediency; that it 
would be altogether impolitie to admither with the bound- 
aries specified in the constitution recently adopted by her 
Convention, or with a territorial surface extending south of 
the compromise line of 36 deg. 30 min.; thagit would be un- 
wise to grant such admission, if it should be hereafter made 
to appear that her present civil organization bas been brought 
about by unfair, unconstitutional, or coercive action on the 
part of the Federal Government, or any of its functionaries; 
and that, all other impediments being removed, such admis- 
sion should, under existing circumstances, only be allowed 
to take place under a clear and distinct understanding and 
agreement that a new State may be hereafter formed withia 
the present territorial limits of the State of Texas, in ac- 
cordance with the articles of Texan annexation, and be 
admitted into the Union at as early a period as practica 


|| ble. 


5. Resolved, That the western boundary of Texas is already 
‘fixed upon the Rio del Norte ;”’ and that the title of Texas 
to all the territory within her boundaries, as the same were 
formerly specified in the act of the Congress of the Republic 
of Texas of 1836, entitled “* An act to define the boundaries 
of the Republic of Texas,” is so clear and unquestionable 
that it cannot now be formally violated, or even seriously 
drawn into dispute by this Government, without a serious 
violation of the principles of good faith. 

6. Resolved, though, That it be proposed to the State of 


| Texas that she shall, in consideration of ——— millions of 
| dollars, cede to the United States all that portion of her said 


territory which lies north of the 34th degree of north lati- 
tude, reserving permanently within the limits of the territo- 


| ry to be ceded the principle of the compromise embodied in 


the "Texas annexation resolutions. 

7. Resolved, That the money so to be paid to Texas is to 
be used and disposed of by her at her own discretion, it 
being regarded as unconstitutional in itself, and disrespectful 
to the State of Texas so far to intermeddie with her domes- 
tic concerns as formally to assume the payment of any part 
of her national debt; for not a dollar of whieh debt at the 
present time is the United States either legally or morally 
responsible, : 

8. Resolved, That Congress cannot properly or justiy legis- 


Jate for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 


exeept with the unanimous consent of all the slaveholding 
States of the Confederacy. 

9. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to legislate at present 
in regard to the prohibition of the trade in slaves in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that it is a matter which may be well 
left to be regulated by the municipal authorities of said 
District. 


10. Resolved, That more effectual provision eught to be 


made by law, aecording to the requirement of the Constitu- 


is 
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tion, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound to 
service-or labor in any State who may escape into any other 
State or ‘Territory in the Union. And, 


J}, Resolved, That Congress has no power to prohibit or | 
obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding States; _ 
but that the admission or exclusion of slaves brought from | 
one into another of them depends exclusively upon their | 


own particular laws. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


for the free navigation of the river St. Lawrence, 


and for reciprocal trade with Canada; which was | 


read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, in purauance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the 
act entitled **An act supplemental to the act for the 


admission of Iowa and Florida into the Union;’’ | 


which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi 
clary. : 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Isaac | 
F. Miller, soldier in the late war with Mexico, | 


asking an increase of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted additional docu- 
ments relative to the claims of John Hogan; which 


were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- ' 


tions. 
Mr. SOULE presented the petition of Thomas 
Webb and John Cokern, register and receiver of 


the land office at Greenburg, Louisiana, asking an | 


ncrease of their compensation. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
Report of the Secretary of War showing the ex- 


pense of the national armories, and a report of the | 
same showing the contracts entered into by said | 
Department during the year ending 30th of June, | 
1849, reported in favor of the same; which report | 


was concurred in. . 
Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 


petition of Thomas Rhodes, submitted « report, | 


which was ordered to be printed, accompanied by 


a bill for his relief; which was read and passed to | 


the second reading. 


Mr. FOOTE moved that the Senate proceed to || 


the consideration of Executive business. 


Mr. SEWARD moved that the Senate adjourn. | 


Mr. FOOTE called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken resulted as 
follows: » ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Greene, 
Hale, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Spruance, 
Upham, Wales, and Walker—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Clay, Cooper, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Foote, 
Houston, Jones, Mason, Morton, Norris, Soulé, Turney, and 
W hitcomb— 19. 


The Senate thereupon adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 11, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. WALDO, by unanimous consent, with- || 
drew from the fiies of the House the papers in the | 
case of William B. Hart, with a view of laying | 


them before the proper department having charge 
of said claim. 


CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 
The SPEAKER stated the business first in order 
to be as follows: 


On the day on which petitions were last present- 
ed, a memorial had been presented by the gentle- 


man from Ohio, [Mr. Crowe 1,] praying Con-’| 
arene to adopt measures to settle international | 


jisputes by arbitration, and for a Congress of Na- 
tions. A motion had been made to refer the me- 
morial to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which 


motion had been rejected. The question then was | 
on a motion to refer to a select committee, pend- | 


ing which motion a motion had been made to la 
the memorial on the table. On the last named 
motion the yeas and nays had been ordered, and 
pending the taking thereof the House had ad- 
Journed. 


The question, therefore, was now taken, ** Shall 


see ne 


| this memorial be laid upon the table?’’ and was 
| decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 100. 
YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett,; Beale, Bissell, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, B 


Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Haralson, [sham G. Harris, 


reck, Albert G. Brown, Burt, J. | 
P. Caldwell, Coleock, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, | 


Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, | 


nan 
Potter, Powell, Richardson,, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, 
Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thomipson, Toombs, Venable, 


Young—65. 


Inge, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Job Mann, McCler- | 
d, McDowell, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, | 


| Miller, Mill Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phe! } 
Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of notice, asked | Pris; Powell, Richatdsen, Robbins, Robineon, Savane’ 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide | 


Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and | 


NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Baker, Bingham, | 


Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, J. Cable, 
| Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Cleveland, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Gentry, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, T. L. 
Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Levin, Littlefield, H. 
| Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, Meacham, Moore, 
Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck. Phoenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 


Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, ‘Taylor, W. Thompson, 


Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Went- | 


worth, Whittlescy, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood—100. 


So the House decided that the resolution should 
not be laid on the table. 


fer to a select committce— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi inquired of 
the Speaker whether he (Mr. T.) could debate the 
resolution? If so, he desired to debate it 
| ‘The SPEAKER. If debate arises on the mo- 
|| tion to refer to a select committee the memorial 

must by the rule go over. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the memorial be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER said that that motion had been 
made on a former day and rejected. 

Mr. CROWELL inquired of the Speaker 
whether the previous question did not cut off de- 
bate ? 

| ‘The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
|| not been moved. 

|| Mr. CROWELL said he thought it had been 
moved. 

The SPEAKER said not. 

Mr. CROWELL inquired if it was now too 
late to demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


and members on the left, of which nothing was 
heard on the right of the chair. 


THE MEMPHIS CONVENTION. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, requested the 
tea from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to withdraw 
|, his motion for a moment, to enable him (Mr. 8.) 
| to present the memorial of the Memphis Con- 
vention, which (he said) he hoped the House 
would allow him to present at this time. 

| Mr. BAYLY would be gratified (he said) to 
| accommodate the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
|| Sranron,] but other requests of a similar char- 
‘ 


/ acter would be made, and he could not discrimi- 
nate. He must, therefore, decline to withdraw 
the motion. 

And the question on the said motion was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


So the House resolved itself, into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Por- 
Ter, of Ohio, in the chair.) 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 

| joint resolution from the Senate ‘limiting the 
expense of collecting the revenue from customs 
|| for the present fiscal year.”’ 
The chair stated that the question pending when 
|| the House adjourned on Friday last, was the 
|| motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton, ] 
|| to amend the original resolution, by adding to the 
end of the Ist section thereof, the following : 

« But no part of the appropriation hereby mad+ shall be 


i} 
j 


y i applied to defray the expense of collecting the revenne in 


| California and Oregon during the said second half of the 
| fiscal year ending June 30th, 1850: Provided, That all laws 
|| fixing the compensation of officers of the custome be sus- 
ieee so far as regarded California and Oregon, until the 
'| further action of Congress.” 


| Mr. ¥. explained that the amendment which 


And the question recurring on the motion to re- | 


Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shep- | 
perd, Silvester, Spalding, Frederick P. Stanton, Thaddeus | 


} 


| 


{ 
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he now offered to the original resolution waa th 
same as had been adopted as an amendment to i 
amendment of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
and embraced the proposition made by himse\? 
and the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. eouns.) 
He did this to provide for the contingency of = 
amendment reported from the Committee of Wa 
and Means being rejected. " 

Tellers were asked and ordered. 

Mr. ROOT moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Vinton by striking out the proviso thereof 

After a word of explanation by Mr. Roor, j;, 
which he said the proviso was wrong in principle 
and that there was no more reason for discriming. 
ting between the Atlantic and the Pacific, than 
there would be for discriminating between the 
ports of New Orleans and Boston— 

Tellers were asked and ordered on the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Messrs. Ocite and Wa.po were appointed tel. 
lers, and reported—ayes 88, noes 89. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if the Chairman had voted 

The CHAIRMAN replied that his vote, if cas, 
would not alter the result. : 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved the foj- 
lowing amendment as a substitute for the amend. 
ment of Mr. Vinton: 

For additional expenses occasioned by the ware- 

housing SYSLCM. oes e cee eeee eee cere eeeeeeeeens 850,000 
For expenses of new districts in Texas, Oregon, 

Chen, AMMONITE. wee ccacesecvesescewnssevecser. MO 
l’or expenses of new districts in California........ 100,010) 
For annual increase of new districts, increase of 

business, &e........ 0% cD ws CEG b DEUS 6005 0 666 8608 50.000 





Making the sum Of 66...00cccccccccccscesss $225,000 


Mr. McLANE said: It seems to me astonish- 
ing that the original resolution as adopted by the 
Senate, as well as the substitute proposed by the 
House Committee of Ways and Sine. should 
not only suspend and pro tanto repeal the act of 
March 3d, 1849, but also abandon its principle. 
I can very well understand that it is not in their 
power to go back to the first half of the present 
fiscal year and apply the principle of the law to 
that period of time. This has been put out of our 
power by the erroneous construction of the law 
under which the Administration for that period of 
time acted. But why shall we not now, in pro 
viding for the second half of the present fiscal 
year, apply the principle of the law, and yet act 


‘ with liberality to the Government? The Secre- 


tary informs us that he has at command, accord- 
ing to the terms of that law, one half the sum of 


| $1,560,000—t it; $780,000. And he further re- 
Some conversation followed between the Speaker $l Miecbie®. sir. the neon 


ports, that this sum is not sufficient, and he asks 
fora larger sum. This larger sum is given him 
by the principal resolution of the Senate and the 
substitute of the Committee of Ways and Meaus. 
But why, let me ask, in voting this larger sum, 


shall the House of Representatives quit the mani- 
| fest tenor of the law of March, 1849? Every one 


pays homage to the principle of the law on both 


sides of the House. Why do we not vote the 
| specific sums estimated for by the Secretary of 


the Treasury, or deemed just and proper by this 


' House? Why shall we, when he estimates for 
| specific sums for the Atlantic coast and also for 


the California coast, deliberately throw away the 
keys of the Treasury, and invite him to spend 
what sums he pleases in California? I have 
already said that I would go to any reasonable 
and liberal extent to provide for an efficient and 
prompt administration of the revenue depart- 
ment of the Government. Nay, more; | am 
willing, even for the balance of the year, to give 
the Secretary exactly what he desires and what he 


‘ estimates for. But I deem it most unreasonable, 


most criminal, to invite him to return once more 


| to the old system of irresponsible and wnlimited ex- 


penditure. ; 

Mr. McLANE temporarily withdrew his amend- 
ment, at the request of 

Mr. BAYLY, who renewed it, in order, he- 
said, to make a few remarks, to which he hoped 
his side of the House, at least, would listen. If 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


_Vinron,}] as amended by the gentleman from 


Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] were adopted, it would 
leave the Secretary of the Treasury. utterly with- 
out limit, and leave the amount of his expendi- 
tures to be determined entirely by his discretion. 
After a momentary conversation between Mr. 
McLANE and Mr. VINTON— 
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concurrence of Mr. | 


Mr. BAYLY (with the 
McLane) withdrew the amendment, it being the 
‘tention to move it, when in order, as an amend- | 
ment to the amendment of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, as amended on motion of Mr. Vin- | 


TON. . 
Mr. WINTHROP offered the following amend- | 
ment: 7 | 
« Provided, That the expenses of weighing, gauging, 
measuring, and appraising goods shall in no ease be charged 
to the importers, and that the revenue-cutters shall be put 
in commission again forthwith.” 
Mr. WINTHROP said, that he had only pro- | 
posed this amendment with a view of securing | 
himself an Opportunity of doing an act of justice | 
} 
} 


to his constituents. He held in his hand a nme- | 


morial from one hundreds and twenty of the lead- 
ing mercantile firms of Bostou, without distinction 
of party, protesting in the strongest terms against 


the onerous exactions and serious perils to which || 


the commerce of the country was subjected by the 
provisions of the late Treasury circular; and pray- 
ing that the law of 1849 may be speedily amended, 
so as to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to | 
eollect the revenue in the manner it has been col- 
lected heretofore. | 

Mr. W. proceeded to read the memorial, at the 
close of which he expressed the hope that this | 
voice from one of eur great commercial commu- 
nities would not be unheeded. Boston paid about | 
five millions of dollars annually into the ‘Treasury 
of the nation, and he believed that nowhere was | 
ihe revenue more faithfully and economically col- 
lected. He did not propose, however, to press 
this amendment to a vote, because he knew that 
nothing but an imperious necessity had induced 
the Secretary to issue the late circular, and that | 
he would instantly return to the old system of | 
collection, as soon as Congress should enable him 
to do so. 

Mr. W. then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON submitted the following amend- | 
ment to the amendment offered by Mr.Vinron: | 

« Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be | 
£0 construed as in any manner to sanction or confirm any 
expenditures by the Secretary of the Treasury, in paying 
the expenses of collecting the revenue, during the first half | 
of the fiseal year beginning the first day of July, 1849, of a | 
larger sum than was appropriated for that object by the | 
fourth section of the act above referred to.”’ 

Mr. MILLSON said that he regretted that so 
little time had been allowed for the discussion of 
thia bill. A week had been given up jo an ineffect- 
ual effort to elect a Doorkeeper, but scarcely six 
hours had been bestowed upon the consideration 


| 


of one of the most important measures of the ses- |! fornia and Oregon; and this for the simple reason 


sion. 


|| Why, sir, so far 


|) it to $1,560,000. 





The Constitution, said Mr. M., provides that | 
“no money shall be drawn from the Treasury, 
but in consequence of appropriations made by 
law.’’ The Secretary, however, has undertaken 
todraw money from the Treasury without such 
appropriation. By the act of the 3d of March 
last, the gross revenues from customs, from the | 
public lands, and from all miscellaneous sources | 
were required to be paid into the Treasury, with- | 
out any abatement or deduction, on account of | 
costs @r expenses: once in the Treasury, they | 
could not legally be drawn out, without appropri- 
ations made by law. The Secretary has thought 
proper to go beyond these appropriations, and has | 

, drawn and paid from the Treasury-more than 
the amount limited by Congress. It is nothing to 
the purpose that he could not bring the expenses 
of collecting the revenue within the limit fixed by 
Congress. Perhaps he could not; but that has 
nothing to do with the question. If, after ex- 
hausting the appropriations, there remained any 
undischarged liabilities, it was for Congress to 
make further appropriations. It did not justify 
the Secretary in drawing from the Treasury 
more than he was authorized touse. It is no un- 
common thing that the just and necessary liabili- 
tiles of the Government should exceed the sum 

. *ppropriated to meet them. But it is for Congress 
to provide for such deficiencies, not the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Ido not offer this amendment for the pu 
of administering a rebuke to the Reertionts whose 
intentions nag hae been entirely fair and proper, 

t to rescue the act of = 3d of a from the 
construction put upon it by him, under the opinion 
of the Aucrkey General.” I have read tin apie 
ton; I think it avery extrnoridnary one, and the 
reasons by which he attempts to support it, still 





es 
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more extraordinary. I doubtif there are ten mem- 
bers of this House who would be willing to de- 
| fend it. Neither the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,]} nor the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Mr. WarEwenePa) would venture to approve it. 
rom its being true that the lim- 

| itation was not intended to apply to the first half 
| of the present fiscal year, I say, that, according to 
| the plain interpretation of the law, it was not ex- 
| pected that it would ever have any application at 
| all, except to the first half year; for it was con- 
| templated that Congress, on its assembling in De- 
cember, would make specific and definite appropri- 
ations for the second half year and the succeeding 
| fiscal year. 
tary was required to submit, at the commencement 


apees of the second half fiscal year—which, by 


| Congress might appropriate more or less than 
| $1,560,000, just as it might think necessary or 
| proper. The appropriations for the first half year, 
| however, were necessarily indefinite, because Con- 
| gress was obliged to adjourn on the very day of 
| the passage of the law, and there was no time to 
| frame a bill designating the particular subjects of 
+ expenditure. All it could do was to limit this ex- 
| penditure; and it did so by the proviso restricting 
To provide fora possible fail- 


|| ure by Congress to pass a bill with specific appro- 
|| priations for the second half year, it was declared 
‘| that the®e indefinite appropriations, sull limited, 


however, by a maximum amount, should continue 
till Congress should, make specific appropriations. 
The very expressions used in the law, that the ex- 


| hundred and sixty thousand dollars per annum, 
** and in proportion for a less time,’’ show that Con- 
gress expected to act again upon the subject be- 
fore one whole year was out. 


Mr. M. withdrew his amendment, to enable | 


Mr. Toomns to explain. 
Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment pro 
forma. He said the gentleman from Virginia and 
| the gentleman from Maryland had spoken of his 


amendment as though it took off all restrictions || 


|upon the expenditures of the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, in collecting the revenue. It did no 
| such thing. It did not give the Secretary an ad- 


|| ditional dollar; it neither increased nor diminished | 


| the amount of money. But it merely took off the 
| limitation upon the compensation of officers and 
| other expenses in collecting the revenue in Cali- 
| that no limitation to what was necessary and 


of things, especially in California. 


Georgia [Mr. Toomss] would be such as he [Mr. 


T.] represented, he would vote for it with pleas- | 


man mistook the effect of the two provisions taken 
together. The amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia, he (Mr. B.) admitted, did not increase the 


| 

{ 

/ 

| ure; but it was perfectly manifest that the gentle- 
| amount appropriated; but, in connection with the 
i 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, it made | 
| the appropriation for California and Oregon un- | 
limited. The law, as it stood, declared that no | 


more money should be expended in the col- 





lection of the revenue than was expended in the | 
| year 1848. The amendment of the gentleman | 


| from Ohio excepted from the operation of the law 


, Oregon and California, and excepted it with the | 


view of increasing the amount to be expended in 
those two districts. 


| in Oregon and California. The one enlarged the 
| appropriation, and the other provided that the 
| expenses in Oregon and California should be 


| unlimited. 


Mr. GREEN (speaking upon a pro forma | 


| amendme 
, man from 
| and only partly right. 


” expressed his opinion that the gentle- 
irginia ear Bans) was partly right, 
y 


excepted out of the districts for which the amount 


| was appropriated to defray the expenses of col-— 


| lecting the revenu®; by the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from ae all limitations upon salaries 


| and expenses in Oregon and California were re- 


‘That was the reason why the Secre- | 


| of thia session, estimates of appropriations for the | 
|| @X 
| the by, he has utterly neglected to do. Of course, || 


| penses should not ‘* thereafler ’’—that is, after the | 
| 30th June—exceed the sum of one million five . 


| proper could be fixed by law in the present state | 


Mr BAYLY renewed the amendment pro forma. ;, 
He said he was perfectly free to confess that if the |, 
effect of the amendment. of the gentleman from 


The gentleman from Georgia | 
then came in and added that there should be no 
limitation upon the salaries, and other expenses, | 


the amendment of the | 
| gentleman from Ohio, California and Oregon were | 
} 
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moved ; but no additional appropriation was made; 
no means were provided to pay these salaries and 
|| expenses, and it would devolve upon Congress, if 
| the two amendments were adopted, either now or 
| hereafter, to make an additional appropriation, 
'| without which Mr. Meredith could not pay one 
|| Solitary dime, either in California or Oregon. The 
|| responsibility will have to be met sooner or later 
i by Congress. Hence the virtual, practical effect 
| of the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, 
| taken im connection with that of the gentleman 
|| from Ohio, would be as the gentleman from Vir- 
|| ginia contended—to authorize unlimited expenses 
in California and Oregon. 

Mr. PRESTON KING (upon a pro forma 
amendment) said, the act of 3d March, 1849, was 
designed to limit the expenses of collecting the 
/ revenue. It provided that the gross revenue should 

go into the Treasury, and that appropriations 
should be made todefray the expenses of collection. 
The act itself, then, was an act limiting the expense 
of collecting the revenue. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia proposed to suspend all 
laws limiting salaries or expenses, so far as Cregon 
and California were concerned. It therefore pro- 
osed directly to leave the salaries and expenses 
in Oregon and California upon precisely the same 
| footing as that on which they stood prior to the 
3d of March, 1849, when the Secretary of the 
Treasury had acted under general direction but 
without limitation of law. The proposition, then, 
, of the gentleman from Georgia removed, as the 
| gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bay.y] contended, 
all limitations whatever. 

In his (Mr. K’s) judgment these expenses 
should be estimated by the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. Whatever deficiencies there existed, if the 
Secretary would show to the House and the 
country how they had arisen, he (Mr. K.) would 
vote to appropriate the money to supply. But he 
desired to know what they were for: he desired to 
see the figures. He would give the Secretary any 
reasonable sum he asked; but he desired that the 
appropriation should be specific. That was the 
object of the law of 1849—an object which a great 
|, many Representatives had for years been endeav- 
oring to obtain. He regarded it as a most useful, 
beneficial law. A great deal of money had been 
_ squandered under all Administrations—he said this 

without imputing corruption to those-who had had 

the control of these expenditures—but it had arisen 
| from the defects of the system. ‘The system.was 
bad; the law of 1849 corrected it. The two prop- 
ositions taken together constituted a departure 
from that law—in fact a suspension if not a repeal 
of it in direct terms. 
| The question recurring upon Mr. 
/; amendment— 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Hussarp and Fow.er were appointed. 

The question was taken and the tellers reported, 
ayes 91, noes 90. 

The Chairman voted in the negative, making 
ayes 91, noes 91. 

So the amendment was lost. 

The question recurring on striking out the orig- 
inal resolution and inserting the substitute of the 
|| Committee of Ways and Means, as atnended-— 

Mr. HIBBARD moved to amend the original 
resolution by adding at the end of the first section, 
the following: 

Provided, That in said sum shall not be included the ex- 
penses of collecting tne revenue for the districts of Califor- 
nia and Oregon. 

Mr. HIBBARD said it would be perceived that 
this amendment was in addition to the resolution 
from the Senate. That resolution, if the construc- 
tion given to it by the Secretary of the Treasury 
was correct, would give him $840,000 for collect- 
_ing the revenues from customs for the current half 
year. His amendment proposed to exclude from 
| the operation of that provision the expense for the 
districts of California and Oregon. It would 
allow asum sufficient for that purpose, in addition 
to the sum contemplated by the Senate’s resolu- 
tion, and would leave that part of the expenditure 
to be regulated by the retary. until it could 
be intelligibly provided for by Congress. That 
would not be done now. It was evident from in- 
|| formation which was before the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and probably known to all, 
| that the situation of officers in those two distvicts, 
| especially in California, were such that the ex- 
i| pense of collecting the revenue there could not now 


Vinton’s 











vaid that his friend from New Hampshire was 
most clearly mistaken, both as to what had oc- 
curred in committee, (to which he regretted that 
the gentleman had alluded,) and as to the effect of 
his own amendment. In the committee they had 


agreed to except Oregon and California from the | 


law of 1849, which appropriated $1,560,000 for 
the collection of the revenue, but they had never 
agreed-—and he felt sure that his friend from New 
Hampshire would never agree—to except Cali- 
fornia and Oregon from their amendment, believ- 
ing, as he [Mr. B.] had attempted to show to the 
House, that that amendment gave the Secretary 
enough for Oregon and California. 

The amendment of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire was precisely the same as that of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] which had 
just been rejected, and therefore he raised the point, 
that it was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and de- 





subjected to losses of the most serious character, 
‘from similar delays; he knew a case where a 
' cargo of tea had come into port, the delay of a 
single day had nearly led to the loss of $100,000 
in the sale of it. [Here the hammer fell.} 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from New 
| Jersey, in the first item, by striking out *‘ one mil- 
| lion,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘ seven hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars.”’ He wished tomake 
| one or two remarks. He was very much gratified to 
find that the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
Ktnc] had now adopted the very principle for 
| which he [Mr. T.] contended. Now he was willing 


'| toadopt the plan of that gentleman. He was will- 


_ing to take the estimates of the Secretary of the 
| Treasury for Oregon and California, as they were 
furnished by him. But the Secretary had fur- 
_nished no estimates for the Atlantic coast. He 
had only laid before the House some general esti- 












|| submitted to the committee a few days ago 
| the resolution now under consideration wa 
|| ing, he had referred to the report of the e 
| incurred in the collection of the revenue from cus 
| toms at the various custom-houses throughout the 
! country, in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849, 
| and he had called particular attention to the severa| 
| items of expense in the respective departments of 
|| the custom-house at New York, commenting upon 
| the discrepancy betwe@n the amount stated jin the 
|| report to have been paid and the amount which 
|| those items, when extended and footed up, actual] 
|| made; which he did not at the time understand 
nor did he profess to understand them at this time. 
| but, upon reflection, he thought that probably the 
| difference was paid out of fees which never wen, 
into the Treasury. For instance, the several items 
given in the report show the actual cost of the 
| collector’s department to be........ +» .$115,000 09 


! Amount stated to have been paid.... 82,363 95 
! 


’ when 
S pend. 
Xpenses 





cided the amendment out of order. _mates. And as these estimates only embraced the |! Cost more than paid ......... coeeee $32,636 05 
Mr. HIBBARD, waiving at present, calling in | amount of $1,560,000 for the fiscal year, why he || Actual cost of Naval Officers’ Depart- 
question the correctness of the Chairman’sdecision, | was willing to adopt the views of the Secretary, || partment.......... se eeeeees cece A M61,100 00 
gave notice that, as at present informed, he should || and give him one half of the amount for the last } Amount stated to have been paid...... 12,905 4g 
| 


offer the amendment at a subsequent stage of the 
proceedings, 
Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to amend 


the original joint resolution by substituting spe- | 


cific amounts appropriated for the different objects 
estimated for by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
amounting, in the aggregate, to $1,000,000. 

Mr. KING said that he thought the House 


would agree with him that, in the present stage of | 


the discussion, it was important to come down to 


figures. Constructions of law and constructions 


of fact have been advanced. But if we would take 


the trouble to look at the original proposition in | 
figures, there would be found to be no need of | 


such constructions. 


It was raised as an objection that the Secretary | 


of the Treasury had not submitted any estimates 


on which could be predicated the amount of ex- || 


penditures which were required. If the House 
would look to the original estimates of the Secreta- 
ry, submitted at the commencement of the session, 
it would perceive that he had adopted the esti- 
mates of the last fiscal year, and taken one-half of 
the amount, as the sum required for the half of the 
present fiscal year, commencing from the first of 
January last. To this the Secretary has added 
some estimates for items which had not occurred 
before the commencement of this portion of the 
fiscal year. 

He thought that the Secretary had made a mis- 
take in his estimate on the subject of warehouses. 
The estimate of the Secretary was $1,100,000. 
Believing this to be a mistake, he had inserted in 
his amendment the sum of one million. 

As to the expenses of collection in Oregon and 
California, it would be impossible to fix any spe- 
cific sum, as it would be impracticable to obtain 
the services of individuals there on the same terms 
as elsewhere. For this reason he had omitted any 
restriction on the payment of salaries in Oregon 
and California, until Congress should be required 
to act on information which will hereafter be 
received, — 

He did not regard this as a proper time to go 
into the question of the amount required for col- 
lection of the revenue of the country. The pro- 
per time for that discussion would be when the 
subject of the general revenue system came up; 
before which period ample materials will be fur- 
nished to Congress by the Treasury Department. 
In the mean time, he would remind the committee 
that the whole cayntry was suffering from our 
neglect to come to final. action on this subject, to 
an extent which was beyond our conception. 
Every other seat and desk in the custom houses 
had been vacated. Ships were coming in from all 
pacts of the world, freishted with valuable cargoes, 


half of the fiscal year. 

He regarded the estimates of the Secretary as 
deceptive. He was willing to give him what he 
estimated for Oregon and California. He was 

lad that the gentleman from New Jersey was lead- 


|| ing in a direction which was likely to bring them 


| together. 

He was sorry that he was confined by the rule 
of the committee to five minutes, as he was desir- 
ous to get the gentleman from New Jersey to ac- 
company him through the various items in the esti- 

| mates which had been submitted by the Secretary. 
He was proceeding to particularize these items, 


marks. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his amendment to 
the amendment at the request of 
|| Mr. KING, of New Jersey, who, upon a pro 
| forma amendment, after some interruptions on a 
| point of order, proceeded : 
| The honorable gentleman from Mississippi (he 
|| said) asked his attention to the additions in the 


|| book of estimates. He (Mr. K.) could only || 


|| say, no one supposed several lines of thousands 
| of dollars would add up $462; the mistake arose 

from supposing those figures had any relation to 
‘eachother. But if there were mistakes—not made 
|| by the furnisher—they were not chargeable to this 
|| side of the House; for, as he undefstood, the 
'| same officer in the department of the Judiciary 
|| who made those figures, had made them for many 
years past. He (Mr. K.) declared to the honor- 
|} able gentleman from Mississippi, that when the 
|| time came to settle definitely the question as to the 
| amount of expenditure for collecting the revenue, 
|| he would be found alongside of those who went 
' the furthest for specific appropriations and rigid 
‘| accountability. To the honorable chairman of 
|| Ways and Means, however, he would say, 
|| that limiting the salary of a collector in New 
'| York to the amount that would satisfy a judge, 
‘| would not meet his concurrence, the duties 


| were of a very different character. A man fit to | 


'| be a collector in New York, possessing qualifica- 
tions in knowledge of business, experience, in- 


ti 
| 


|| telligence, high and long-tried integrity, would, | 


|; in the city of New York, command higher 
‘| emoluments than the collector’s salary, excepting 
‘also the onerous responsibility which his friends 
| incurred in signing enormous bonds. Summary 
'| decision was, however, now required to enable 
|| the public officers to proceed in their proper col- 





|| lection of the public revenue now pouring in at its | 


| fullest tide. 

| A brief explanation and conversation took place 

| between Messrs. BAYLY, KING of New Jer- 
and VINTON. 


when the falling of the hammer cut short his re- |} 


j 
| 
a 

+} 


Cost more than paid.... i] - $48,894 59 








| 


Actual cost of Surveyor’s Depart- 


I oe a sec cccceecescsces cee $18,700) 00 
| Amount stated to have been paid...... 462 93 


| ——— 
} Cost more than paid,..... $18,257 07 
|| Actual cost for inspectors, weighers, 

|| gaugers, measurers, and markers. . .$367,134 68 


| Amount stated to have been paid... . ..347,484 |8 





Cost more than paid ......$19,650 50 


} Thus showing the actual cost of the above four 
|| branches of the New York custom-house to ex. 
| ceed the amount stated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in hisfreport, to have been paid, by the 
sum of $119,438 14, and this too without any ex- 
lanation from the Treasury Department. 

The compensation of several of the officers en- 
gaged in these departments is made up by fees for 
entrance and clearance of ships and vessels, per- 
|| mits to land goods, and various other specified 
|| duties, and by per centage upon the amount of 
customs received, with limitations upon the 
amount of annual compensation to be received 
| by most, if not all, of these officers. 
| Now, he supposed, upon reflection, that this 
sum of $119,438 14, which the report shows these 
departments to have cost, but which the report 
| does not show to have been paid, was actually 
paid by fees prescribed by law, but of which no 
account is given in this report. If he was rightin 
this matter, the Secretary should have made a full 
' and fair statement of the entire costs of the collec- 
tions from customs. Add this sum of $119,438 14 
to the aggregate expenses actually paid for the 
| collection of the customs at New York, as report- 
| ed by the Secretary, of $868,774 53, and we have 
| the sum of $988,212 67, every cent of which is 
| justas much a tax upon the people—the produc- 

tive industry of the country—as if it had been first 
| paid into the Treasury. ‘The labor of the coun- 
try is the Treasury of the Government. His ob- 
was to protect it from unnecessary burdens. 

he report shows the amount paid 

for appraisements to be .......... . $137,321 06 
When the number of officers given and 

their salaries are extended and foot- 

ed up, the entire annual cost of this 

Department appears to be only..... 90,026 


Difference. . oe. ++ +++ $47,295 06 


| Thus showing that there was at paid for 
| appraisements at the single port of New York 
$17,295 06; more than the entire cost of all the 
| persons employed in this service, as by reference 
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ano asada aerating pretentientaaneeatcnetteeaanar aoe e eee ’ : 
i be limited or regulated understandingly, nor safe- | are not permitted to see the light. And this, too, + Mr. BAYLY moved to amend by strikin = P 
i ly. He would go thus far; as now advised he | is done by the action of gentlemen who are the || $1,000,000 and inserting $800,000. § out u 
s would go no further. He was for limited and | strenuous advocates of unrestricted trade. The After a brief explanation by Mr. BAYLY 
a specific appropriations, and would make them so | hatches of the vessels are now battened down as The amendment was rejected. : 
| in this case when it should be practicable. ' they come into port, and the ewners are without Mr. JONES moved an amendment to strike n 
Mr. H. temporarily withdrew his amendment, remedy. And is this the condition in which these |; $1,000,000 and insert $785,000. ap 
| at the request of ' gentlemen are willing to leave the country? Hej|| Mr. JONES said, that in the remarks which h a 
i Mr. BAYLY, who pro forma renewed it. He | knew of instances in which merchants had been e f 


= oe —_—-. 


| se 

while there was no sufficient force to attend to the || The question recurringson Mr. THompson’s 
discharging of these cargoes. The necessary con- i 
sequence is that the hatches, instead of being | 

opened, that the goods may be taken out for mar- || cided in the negative. || confused 
ket, are chained down and locked, and the cargoes |! So the amendment was rejected. 


amendment to the amendment to strike out || to the report will clearly appear. To say the 


$1,000,000, and insert $780,000, was taken and de- || least of it, this entire report seemed to be vagre, 
incomprehensible, as a report of ex- 
'| penses which have heretofore occurred and been 














1650. 














paid. Andas an estimate upon which to base fu- } of expenditure had not been submitted to Con- | of the collector to give. 
ture appropriations, it was wholly unsatisfactory. || gress, and went on to propose plan atter plan to |, to prevent the Huds 


! 


He withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. HOLMES moved to amend the amend- | done. What did the limitation proposed by the 
mentas follows: | Committee of Ways and Means amount to? It 
provided, That the Seeretary of the Treasury have au- | W&S & mere gross sum. He wanted the committee 
thority to expend for the collection of the revenue in Cali- | to report; the committee should report every item 
fornia so much as may be necessary therefor. | of expenditure in the collection of the revenue. 
He said this was an amendment which was || Until this was done, the only thing for this House 
recommended. by the practical good sense which || do was to suspend the act of the 3d of Mareh. 
characterized the conduct of individuals and of cor- || They should not attempt to limit the amount of 
orations in the management of their business. It | expenditure unless they could ascertain exactly 
is perfectly obvious (said he) that gentlemen on the || every Item of expenditure. He hoped the Com- 
other (the Democratic) side are lost in amazement || mittee of Ways and Means would act promptly 
at their own figures, and before them— | upon this question during the present session of 
« Wilds immeasurably spread ‘ . oe 
Seem length’ning as they go.” as \ it could be done. But until it was done, he was 

, ta : . ; 
Now (he continued) unless there were more wis- || Bes CmpEES “Se grope Nit Way te te Sak by 


ae - |, attempting to fix arbitrary limitations. He with- 
e, to collect y 
dom in this House, to collect the revenues of this || drew the amendment. 


country and to manage the machinery of their col- || . 
lection than intelligent merchants or corporations | Mr. THURSTON offered the following amend- 


; : : : i . i § i . 
had in conducting their own business operations, | eae aswnimetine Oran 2 the ee an 
they could not reasonably appropriate a certain sum ] P Pane Sa eres eee 

| 


4 and Means: 
to the Secretary of the Treasur > 1] 
and ny y y? You aoe “ But no part of the appropriation hereby made shal} be 


ase this; but you must not go one cent be ond it. |) applied todefray the expenses of collecting the revenue in 
Would a merchant or a corporation who had just | 


erected an immense steam engine, with the exact | 
capabilities of which—the exact amount of fuel it 
would require, or the price of that fuel, the amount, 
cost of the labor necessary to keep the machine in 
operation—they were not acquainted, appropriate 
a certain amount and tell their agent to go forward || to the substitute reported by the chairman of the 
and keep the engine in operation, but that he must || Committee of Ways and Means, to enable me to 
limit to the sum prescribed by the expenses? Was || state a few facts to the committee, which I do not 
there a man, astute in figures as gentlemen were, || helieve to be well understood. If the resolution to 
who could give any estimate, any approximation || which { propose this amendment shall pass as re- 
to an estimate of the revenue which would be re- | ported, it will allow the Secretary of the Treasury 
ceived in California, or of the cost of the labor, || 4 certain sum, with which to collect the revenues 
the erection of buildings and all the paraphernalia | 
necessary for the collection of that revenue? Un- | 
less they were to show themselves wiser in their | 
generation than any and every body else, they | 
would make no arbitrary limitation, but would |) 
leave the Secretary with means sufficient to collect | 
the revenue, and hold him to his accountability as | 
a public officer for the proper discharge of this | 
duty. 

He withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. BAYLY, remarking that they were now 
acting upon probably the most important bill that | 
would come before the House, and that perhaps 
not two-thirds of the House were in, said he would 
move that the committee rise; and he hoped that 
his side of the House would. not vote, so that less | 
than a quorum would appear, and they would | 
thus have the roll called and it be seen who were 
absent. 

The CHAIRMAN propounded the question on | 
the motion to rise. 





30th, 1850."° 


| and read— 
Mr. THURSTON said: 





curred in that service on the Pacific coast. I do 
not propose to discuss the point whether too much 


of the Secretary for the collection of the revenue; 
but I wish to suggest the impropriety of including 
California and Oregon in this arrangement, in 
which the revenues collected in their several ports 
will be snbject to the same laws in collecting 
which apply to the Atlantic side of the continent. 

Now, sir, it so happens that the state of things 
on the Pacific side is anomalous, unprecedented, 
and to which the present revenue laws cannot well 
be made toapply. There isa state of things there 
that do not exist here, and will not—a state to 
which the present laws are inadequate. 
then should be done? What all wise governments 
ought to do, frame their laws to meet the circum- 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 





mand. In other words: if the state of things are 
Several gentlemen, namely: Messrs. Conran, || different on the Pacific coast from what they are 
Toomss, Witxiams, and Puerps, addressed the |; on the Atlantic, to which these laws were origi- 
Chair—some of them preceeding to make some re- i nally intended to apply, to meet which was the 
marks, but being called to order. i! 
Mr. TOOMBS, however, succeeded in saying 
that this motion was an extraordinary one—ex- || are other and different from what they are on this, 


cane AA every sense of the word. then let this Congress, as it should, meet the case, 
Mr. BAYLY withdrew the motion, remarking 


that gentlemen on the other side misunderstood his 


special legislation for the collection of the revenue 
object in making it. His object had,been, not to || on that side. For this reason, I do not wish that 
break up the committee, but to call members in. coast to be included in this arrangement; because, 

Mr. HOUSTON pro forma renewed the reat if it is, the public service on that side must be 


ment of Mr. Hotes. neglected, and much revenue lost. 
He said he thought this whole debate, running 
now through two or three days, showed the ne- || cannot be obtained for wages, either authorized or 
cessity of adopting the recommendation of the | Sastified by the present laws. 
Secretary of the Treasury on this subject. 
complained, as much in this case, of the Commit- | that aide discretionary with the Secretary; if so, 
tee of Ways and Means, as some members of the || he must rely on his officers, and their discretion 
Committee of Ways and Means seemed disposed | will be very likely to run into extravagancee But 
to complain of the Secretary of the Treasury. || there must be a remedy somehow, for certain it is, 
From the foundation of the Government up to the || that the revenue cannot be safely collected in 
3d of March last, we had never had any law which | Oregon and California, under the present laws, 
professed to limit the expenses of the collection of and with the present pay. 
the revenue. At that time, with a great increase || ‘Take the collection district of Oregon for exam- 
of the maritime coast of the country, Congress a 
had passed this law, upon information which, at 
that time, was relied upon—that was, that the 
revenue could be collected for the amount estima- 
ted by Mr. Walker, the late Secretary of the || goods. 
Treasury. It was now found that it could not 
be done; it had not then been done; it could not 
be done. And gentlemen now came forward and 
complained that specific estimates of all the items 








Bay eae import a large quantity of their 


kind—because the collector has been unable to 





|| Congress. He wanted it to bedone. He thought | 


California and Oregon, during the fiscal year ending June | 


What || 


object for which they were made—if, I say, the || 
needs and wants of the revenue service on that side | 


furnish a remedy, full and ample remedy, by | 


The collector resides at Astoria, some two | 
undred and fifty miles by water to the port of | 
Nesqually. This portis that where the Hudson’s | 


p to this time,’there has been no deputy | 
collector at that*port—no revenue officer of any | 
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; do that very thing which had never before been | 
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There is, then, nothing 
son's Bay Company, or other 
foreigners, from smuggling goods to any amount 











| into that port, and not only to supply the British 


The amendment having been sent to the table | 


Mr. Chairman, | have offered this amendment | 


| the company who may smuggle theirs. 


| Circumstances totall 


|| north, but to flood over the Territory with goods 


on which no ony is paid. To say nothing about 
the danger to which the revenue is exposed b 

this state of things, our merchants in Oregon wilt 
have to contend against odds, paying duty on 
their own goods,*and selling in competition with 
€ CO Whether 
this is the fact now or not, I will not pretend to 
say; but sure it is, that such will be the case, un- 
less this desideratum in the revenue service in 
Oregon is supplied by special legislation. Ewen 
the collector himself is there on the petty salary of 
one thousand dollars a year, when the wages of a 


| good mechanic sometimes reaches to sixteen dol- 
| lars aday. Such is my information by the last 


mail. And ifa remedy is not provided, even the 
collector will resign, and the whole district be thus 
left unofficered. 

But, Mr. Chairman, if you take the California 


| district, things are still worse. There the Govern- 
| ment has a collector, whose duties are defined by 


law. The present laws were framed to apply. to 
different from those with 
which he is surrounded, I am informed by the 
Representatives from that State, just arrived here, 
that the collector at San Francisco, in order to save 
and protect the revenue, has, under the advice of 
friends, taken the responsibility of paying for ser- 
vices more than is authorized by law, relying on 


| the magnanimity of the Government to approve 


| of the Government, including the expenses in- | 


his acts under the circumstances of the case. But 
after he has gone as far as he dared go, he has not 


, paid a price for services near what the same ser- 


vices would have commanded at other markets. 
The result is, that many men have been magnani- 
mously laboring for this Government, under half 


| pay, expecting, when the facts come to be rightly 


or too little is proposed to be placed atthe disposal 


understood by Congress, that they will be proper- 
ly remunerated for their service. The result will 
be, if this state of things goes on, and no legislation 
be had to meet the case, that this and future Con- 
gresses will be flooded with petitions, praying for 
compensation for services rendered the Govern- 


| ment in California. 


| adapt themselves to the laws, The 


' am informed that the collector in 


stances of the times and the case. Offer a remedy || 
in shape of laws that will fill the extent of the de- |, 


The state of things in California are as they are. 
The Government must meet them, and provide 
for them. We must have laws adapted to the 
times and circumstances, and not compel those to 
overnment 
cannot expect to be served below par—what busi- 
ness men give for labor she must give. Now, I 
n Francisco 
has ventured to pay inspectors four dollars per 
day. Labor has been obtained for this price, but 
with a sort of an understanding that the Govern- 
ment will make up the deficit. It is nothing more 
than right that Government should do this, for how 


| can it be expected for men to labor for four dollars 


per day, when the expense of living may be ten 
dollars per day? Who can expect one to serve 
the Government for four ae day, when 
for the same time, he can be paid ten or sixteen 
dollars? It is evident, therefore, nay, it is conclu- 
sive, that, unless there is some special legislation 
to meet the case, the Government will lose thou- 
sands of dollars of revenue, that, with the services 


| required, might have been collected. 


It is certain, || 
quite certain, that the requisite service on that side || 


And I am opposed | 
He || to leaving the expense of collecting the revenue on | 


Again, Mr. Chairman, I am informed that the 
collector at San Francisco does not wish tliat the 
expenses of collecting the revenue in California 
should be left either to his discretion, or to the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. [ donot 
believe itshould be. The reasons assigned by the 


| collector are cogent—they are just—and they are 


these: that the state of facts in California is so 
anomalous, so entirely different from any that has 


_ ever existed on this coast, that, although he or the 
|| Secretary might economise in the most rigid man- 


find a man who would discharge the duties of the | t 
office for the salary, or any pay within the power |, been the actual expense of collecting the revenue. 


ner, then the expenses would be such in many 
cases, that Congress could not be made to believe 
they were not extravagant. I do not think it policy 
to allow this discretion to the Secretary or to his 
collectors. fam for restricting them by law; then 
they know what to do, and the Government knows 
what it has a right to expect. Up to this time, 
the collector there has had to exercise a large dis- 
cretion, and the result is, as I am told by one of 
the Representatives from there, that neither the 
collector nor any one else isvable to tell what has 
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This is very natural; it is always the case where a 
blic officer’s, path is not pointed and marked out | 


y law. 


By law, Mr. Chairman, let every man be gov- 


erned. But to conform to law, as it now is, and 
properly collect the revenue in California and Ore- 
gon, is what cannot be done—ought not to be ex- 
pected. And in whatever light you view the mat- 


, ter, it only tends to satisfy me that the best interest || 


So the amendment of Mr. Green was rej ; 
The question recurring on agreeing to the sub- 
|| stitute (as amended) of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means for the original joint resolution, was 
taken and agreed to. 

| Zo the substitute was adopted. 

| On motion of Mr. VINTON the committee rose 
', and reported the joint resolution to the House. 
The question then was on agreeing to the 








of the Government in Staeadons revenue, im- || amendment reported from the Committee of the 


periously calls for special legis 
demands of the Pacific coast, 


ation to meet the || Whole on the state of the Union. 
In view of these || 


Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the amendment 


things, sir, | hope Oregon and California will be || by striking out the following words ; 


excluded from the operation of the resolution un- 
der consideration, and that Congress will, at some 
early day, after being put in possession of the 
facts, proceed to enact a law that shall bind up the 

revenue officers on the Pacific within the compass 
of a well-defined duty, and at the same time be 
such as shall safely and vigilantly secure to the 
Government of the United States the largest amount 
of revenue. If the sum proposed by the resolu- 
tion for the collection of the revenue on this side of 
the continent be too large, cut itdown. Iam in 
favor of retrenchment; but a retrenchment which, 
while it saves in one direction, does not lose a 
larger sum in another. I repeat, sir, that I hope 
the committee will duly consider this matter, and 
act with an eye to the proper collection of the rev- 
enue on the Pacific side of the Union. 

The amendment was not pressed to a vote. 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment, by striking 
out of the first section the words, “exclusive of 
storage, cartage, drayage, and labor in that year.”’ 

Mr. B. briefly explained the effect of the amend- 
ment, 

The question was taken by tellers—Messrs. 
Ocre and Stanton of Tennessee, who reported— 
ayes 74, noes 84. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MILLER moved that the committee rise. |! 


ae et ayes 65, noes 82. 


he question, recurring on the amendment of || 


Mr. Kina, of New Jersey, was taken and decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was ugreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that there was a pend- 
ing yuestion—being upen agreeing to the substi- 
tute of the Committee of Ways and Means (as 
amended) for the original joint resolution. 

Mr. GREEN moved an amendment, to add the 
following as a preamble: 


Whereas, the act of Congress entitled “an act requiring 
all moneys received for customs, and from other sources to 
be paid immediately into the Treasury without abatement 
or reduction, and for other purposes,” approved March 31, 
A. D. 1849, required the gross amount of all the reveoue re- 
ceived for the use of the United States, to be paid into the 
Treasury from and after the 30th June, A. D. 1849. 

And whereas, by the Constitution of the United States it 
is provided, that “no money shall be drawn froin the Treas- 
ury, but in consequence of appropriation made by law,” in 
compliance with which, the act aforesaid by the 4th section 
thereof, appropriated an indefinite amount to pay the ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue, from the time the said act 
took effect, and commenced its Operation, but with the ex- 
press limitation and provision “that the expenses of collect- 
ing the revenue from customs, should not thereafter exceed 
the sum of $1,560,000 per annum; together with such sums 
as under the law, are paid into the Treasury for drayage, 
cartage, labor and storage ; und in proportion for a less time. 

And, whereas, the Secretary of the Treasury, within the 
first half of the fiseal year, commencing July Ist, 1849, has 
expended in the collection of the customs, according to his 
acchunts and estimates, the sum of $1,291,897, leavin 
under the limitation of the act aforesaid, for the secon¢ 
half of the fiscal year, to wit: from January Ist to June 
30th, 1850, inelusive, the sum of $268,103; which, there- 
fore, creates a necessity for an additidnal appropriation to 
pay the expenses of collecting the customs. 

And, whereas, the Seercetary has failed to make such 
gradual reductions and retrenchments in the expenses for 
collecting customs, as the said act contemplated, to bring 
the amount within the limitation aforesaid; and has also 
failed to submit to Congress estimates that would come 
within the amount prescribed in said act, in compliance 
with which Congress might make specific appropriations for 
that servicetin conformity to law ; and inasmuch as all sud- 
den and radical changes in that branch of the public service 
may have a tendency to produce confusion and to endanger 
the interests of the Government; and, moreover, it being 
indispensable that adequate provision should be made for 
the future expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms, however extravagant the past expenditures may have 
been, so ag to avoid all unnecessary embarrassment to the 
Administration and secure the regular action of our revenue 
system. 


Mr. G. made a few remarks in explanation and 
eupport of his amendment. 
he question Was taken and decided in the 
negative. 


‘* But no part of the appropriation hereby made shall be 


| California and Oregon during the said second half of the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1850.”’ 

And on this motion Mr. B. demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. VINTON asked that the amendment, as 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union might be read, so that the 
House could understand the bearing of the amend- 
ment moved by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayty.] 

The first named amendment was accordingly 
| read. 

And the question on seconding the demand for 
| the previous question, was then taken and decide 

| in the affirmative. 

So there was a second. 

| And the main question was ordered to be now 
| taken. 

Which main question was, first, on the amend- 








reece 


| ment of Mr. Vinton to the amendment reported 
from Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted—yeas 
| 100, nays 101; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averert, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleaveland, Williamson R. 
| W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
| ham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fui- 
ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert 
| W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La 
Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, 
McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M. MeLane, McMuilen, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Peek, Phelps, Potter, 
Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, 
| Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard Hi. Stanton, Stet- 

son, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘I‘hompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Well- 
born, Wentworth, Whittiescy, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
drews, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Butler, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Hillard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam. Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 








craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alex. 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—101. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment as reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. -" 

Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays; which 

| were ordered, 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The question having been taken the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

Some conversation followed in which Messrs. 
MEADE, PRESTON KING, KING, of New 
sews BAYLY, and the SPEAKER, partici- 

ated. 

P After which the question on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, was taken and 
decided in the negative—yeas 99, nays 103; as 
follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 


drews, Bowie, Kreck, Briggs, Brodks, es Butler, | 


E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cam 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry Dieser Dixon 


Nathan Evans, er, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 


applied to defray the expenses of collecting the revenue in | 


Rockwell,Rumszey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn,School- | 


1, Casey, || 


Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, || 





Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Ha 

Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, uuter, Jackson’ 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P, King, George G. ay 
| Jas. G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshar’ 
| 

| 

} 
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Matteson, \'cG ey, McKissock, Finis BE. 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Neleon, Onetest 
Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitinan, Putnam, Reed, Rey sate , 
Risley, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schen " 
horn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Spear” 
|| Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens 
John B. ‘Thompson, Thurinan, Toombs, Underbiti 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthro 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Awerett, Bay, Bay; 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd r 
G. Brown, Willian J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable’ g 
|| A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cibg 
Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee’ 
Edimindson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch. Fuller, Gerry Gil 
more, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday’ 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson’ 
| Jone-. Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Letfe,’ 
Lith field, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, MeDonald, Me! 
Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMutlen, Me. 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powe)’ 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddoy.” 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, Stanton. Stetson, Strong’ 
| Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thomp. 
| son, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth 
Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, and Young—|u3,’ 


| So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The question recurred on ordering the joint res. 

| olution to a third reading. 
| Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Chair 
| whether, if the vote was reconsidered on ordering 
the main question to be put, it would ‘be in order 
to move an amendment to the original resolution, 

The CHAIR said that it would be in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING then suggested to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Kine,] that if 
he desired to have his amendment adonted, he 
could make the motion to reconsider wiich was 
indicated by the Chair. He (Mr. P. Kine] would 
vote for the proposition, as it was specific in its 
character. He was perfectly willing to vote the 
Secretary any amount in reason, which he would 
show was necessary by specific estimates. 

After some conversation, 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey,moved a reconsid- 
| eration of the vote by which the main question 
was ordered tabe put. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. Pending the question, 
however, 

On motion the House adjourned. 
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| NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. BOWLIN gave notice, under the rule, that on to- 





morrow, or az soon thereafter as a hearing could be had, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill, granting to the Siate of 
Missouri the right of way and a donation of the publie lands, 
to aid in constructing a railroad from St. Louis through the 
mineral region of said State, to a point on the Mississippi 
below ice obstructions. 


| PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were 
presented and referred under the rule: 
| 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of William 8. Allen, 
| Commissioner of Schools in St. Louis county, Missouri, 
praying for a grant of land in said county for the use of 
Sehiool Township, number 14, therein ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. ~ 

Also, the petition of John J. Anderson and thirty-eight 
| Others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, asking for a redu:- 
tion of postage ; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of the City Council of the eity of St. 
Lonis, asking tu be refunded certain moneys advanced to 
support marine hospital patients, who could receive no 
benefit, from the deficiency of the fund for that purpose, al- 
though entitled under the jaws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Mardenbro White and 
other citizens of Gambier, Ohio, asking Congress to reduce 
the present rates of postage, by establishing the rates ol 
postage on prepaid Jetters at two cents per halfounce. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of John Shurr, jr., and twenty-four 
other citizens of Richland county, Ohio, requesting Con- 
gress to fix the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two 
cents per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. a 
| By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of J. H. Williams & 

| Son, and others, to have the rate of postage on prepaid let- 
| ters established at twe cents per half ounce. 





By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of William Jarvis 
| and thirteen others, citizens of Castine, in the State of 
| Maine, praying for the erection of a harbor light on Green’s 
| Island, at the entrance of Hurricane Sound, in the town of 
| Vinalhaven. Refetred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Also, the petition of Daniel H. Mansfietd and fifty-four 

i others, citizens of Belfast, in the State of Maine, for the re- 
| dnetion of postage. 
Also, the petition of Judah McLellan and ninety others, 


f the State of Maine, for the same. 
o tition of the President ‘and members of the 
aterville College, in the State of Maine, for 


Also, the 
| Faculty of 
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Office and Post Roads. 
aie vine petition of William Elwell, jr., of Mayfield, in 
ge county of Somerset, State of Maine, for a pension. Re- 
ved to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
~ Mr. REED: " _ — = marae eae students 
Vasbington C ; Pennsylvania, Aap postage. 
© a the petition of Be McComb and 153 others, citizens 
y Ashland county, Ohio, praying the discontinuance of the 
gabbath mails. — 
"Also, the petition of J. W. F. White and 109 others, for 
peap postage 5 which were severally referred to the Com- 
; ittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
my Mr. DUNHAM: The petition of William G. Arm- 
and 145 others, citizens of the city of Jeffersonville, 
indiana, praying the passage of an act of Congress declaring 
gid city a port of delivery under the charge of the revenue 
officers of the port of Louisville, Kentucky; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

gy Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Rev. L. W. 
farris and 55 others, citizens of North Bridgton, Maine, 

aving for reduction of pe . / 

Also, the petition of James Strout and 120 others, citizens 
of Durham, Maine, praying the reduction of postage; each 
of which et referred to the Committee on the Post Office 

‘ost Roads. 
oF Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Richard Walden, of 
Jackson county, Ohio, a soldier during the war with Eng- 
jand in 1814, praying for a pension. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. Bs 

by Mr. BAYLY: The petition of the heirs of William 
ghirloek for bounty land. 

By Mr. CONGER: ‘The memorial of 50 citizens of Cayu- 
gcounty, New York, asking the establishment of postage 
on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Kirk, B. F. 
Hiener and others, citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning conn- 
ty, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage on prepaid letters 
to two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of John Steward and 71 
other citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying 
Congress to grantan appropriation for the improvement of 
Portland harbor on Lake Erie. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr, STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Walker Reid, and 58 other’surviving officers and soldiers of 
the late war with Great Britain, asking Congress to grant 
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers who served in that 

| 
} 


2 


war, 

Also, the memorial and proceedings of a meeting of the 
citizens of Mason county, Kentucky, and certain surviving 
officers of the late war wi. Great Britain, asking that 
bounty lands may be granted to the officers and soldiers who 
served in that war. 

Also, the memorial of L. E. Bennett, and other volunteer 
officers of the late war with Mexico, praving that the sur- 
viving officers, and the heirs of deceased officers, « ho served 
in that war, may be further provided for by Congress. 

Also, the memorial of J. M. Preston and numerous other 
citizens of Covington, Kentucky, praying a reduction of 
the rates of postage to two cents tor every half ounce of 
prepaid letter matter. 

By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Alexander B. 
Johnson, Esquire, President of the Ontario Branch Bank, 
and 11 other citizens of Utica, Oneida county, New York, 
in favor of a uniform reduction of postage on prepaid letters 
to two cents per half ounce. \ 

Also, the petition of L. Gord Centiss, and 81 other citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose. ‘ 

Also, the petition of Francis Bates, and 21 other citizens 
of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Ephraim Lanfred, and 116 other cit- 
izens of Camden, same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of John Remington, and 19 other citi- 
zeus of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Artemas Trowbridge, and 34 other 
citizens of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of O. 8S. Williams, and 5 other citizens 
of Clinton, in sane county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of teachers and students of Whitestown 
Seminary, in same county, for same purpose: all of which 
petitions were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Henry R. Hart, and 20 other citizens 
of same county, interested in the manufacture of iron, in 
favor of increasing the duties on iron, and making the 
ities thereon specific. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The petition of citizens of Sabine 
parish, for a mail routé from Maury to P. H. Dillon’s. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Van Zandt county, fora 
mail route, ' 

_Also, the petition of citizens of Newton and Sabine coun- 
ties, for a mail route. 
_ Also, the petition of citizens of Cass and Upshur coun- 
ties, fora mail route. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Van Zandt county, for a 
mail route from Mount Pleasant to Palestine. 

Also, the petition of John Work, late assistant surgeon. 

Also, the nemoriat o®Charies Black, of Galveston. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Gen. N. V. Kuicker- 
hocker and 1,112 others, citizens of Steuben county, New 
York, that postage be charged at but two cents per half 


ounce on id letters 

By Mr. ROAGLAND: The petition signed by John Gray 
and 42 others of the State of Ohio, asking for a modifieation 
of the law regulating postage. Referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

_By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: A memorial 
— by Hon. C. M. Reed, and seventy other citizens of 
= on Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction of the 

Also, a memorial signed by E. Haskell, and fifty other citi- 
zens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, of similar import of 
Masters, and referred as above- 3 

80, a memorial of similar import to the foregoing, and 
* referred, signed by W. N. McDougall, Esq., and thirty 
other citizens of Potter county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, a al of Calvin Carroll, and fifty-six citizens 
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, asking for the paymentof certain 
ng to him, which were stolen from 
ktiown, and redeemed at 








cea ae, Potter county, up Phenix aes ~ Mix- | Campbent county, 
n, to Westfield, Tioga county, Pennsylvania. erred || Treasury notes 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. } i 








the mail, A some one un 
Also, a memorial of Daniel Buckley, and forty-seven citi- || the Assistant urer’s office of the United States at New 
zens of McKean county, for a mail route fi ‘oulett, ||. York." 
ivania. 


t 
Potter omy Ceres, MeKean county, Pen On motion by Mr. HENRY, 


ae : | That the rs on file in the Clerk’s office 
ciduens of Charon downy” Penneyivanis, for ama route || Sekine Penson fF Rebecca Freeman. be taken Where, 
from Catfish Post Office, Clarion county a Collinsburg and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
and seGereve Purses to Stupperville, Clarion county,a dis- | tay: 
tance of twenty miles. | . 
Also, a memorial signed by William Henry, jr., and forty i! IN SENATE. 
other citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, for an alter- 1 Mownpar, February 11, 1850. 
ation of the tariff, and introduction of specific duties. Re- || 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. || MEMORIAL FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE UNION. 
Also, a similar memorial, signed by Justice Mehl, and || : ; : . 
thirty-seven other cltomns of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, ees eubebanontne a ieee 
and similarly referred. ’ ; - 
By Mr. WENTWORTH : Several petitions from the citi- || ceive a petition presented by Mr. Haxe praying 


zens of Chicago, for fixing the rate of postage at two cents || for the dissolution of the Union, on whic 
e ques- 
ie ya wegen og to the Committee on the Post | tion Mr. Cuase was entitled to the floor— 


Also, the petition of citizens of Peoria county, Illinois, on i Mr. CHASE. When I yielded the floor on 
we subject of ne matey and land reform. Referred to || Friday to the distinguished Senator from Texes, 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Daniel H. Temple, teacher of the | (Mr. ae i ao — = “oer the 
Chicago English and Classical High School, and his pupils, | course whic proposed to ta e upon the ques- 
= —— of postage to = eae pews. Referred | _ before us had a precedent a the action of the 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. gislature of my own State. In both branches 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Abner Lord Backus, || : : iti 
and 147 other citizens of Lucas county, Ohio, fora reduc- of ee a Mr. President, have qulwane 
tion in the rates of postage. Referred to the Committee on || OP this subject been presented. They have, in 

both branches, been disposed of by reference. 
In the. House of Representatives, during the 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 
By Mr. COLE: The ge of D. Halt, jr., H. A. Tenny, | 
and 460 other citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the estab- | . : : 
lishment of a mail route from Madison, Wisconsin, to || last session, | think, a petition of this sort was 
Prairie du Chien via the Wisconsin River Valley. Referred || received and was referred, and an elaborate and 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, able report, against acting upon the prayer of the 
Also, the petition of John Davis, and 60 other citizens of | petitioners was the result. At an earlier period 
Wisconsin, for the establishment of a mail route from Min- imnil 5 titi d in tt Se . 
eral Point to Prairie du Chien via Linden, &c. Referred to & similar pe ition was presented in the nate of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Ohio, and was received, referred, and reported 
| upon. The report then submitted has since been 
the subject of frequent and general commendation, 
both North and South, as one most happily 
adapted to the occasion. 


By Mr. BAY: The memorial of J. B. New, relative to the 

United States mail service. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The petition of the 

heirs of John Emerson, praying an allowance of interest on 

commutation pay allowed for services in the Revolutionary 

— ae Ny game a on Revolutionary Claims. I think, sir, that the course thus indicated is the 

y Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of D. F. Wilcox, Asa || ,: : 

Pond, and others, praying the reduction of postage on pre- || right course. It is founded upon a correct ap- 
prehension of the nature of the right of petition, 
and the true duty of legislative bodies in respect 
to such petitions as that now before us. 

I do not concur with those honorable Senators 
| who have seen fit to disparage the right of petition as 
| *n poor right,’’ “a right to beg.” It is the ines- 


paid letters of half an ounce to two cents. 
| timable right, guarantied by the Constitution to 











By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Jarvis Boies and others, | 
of the State of Connecticut, praying for the enactment of | 
such laws as will protect them in the enjoyment of a patent 
right, which is used in the British Provinces of North | 
America, and the articles there made and sold in the markets | 
of the United States, to the injury, and against the rights of 
the petitioners. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of James . : . : 
Phillips and 55 other citizens, of Lynn, Massachusetts, for || the people, of making known, in proper form, their 
placing buoys on dangerous rocks near Boston and Lynn || wishes to the Legislature. [tis called, indeed, in 
harbors. a || the Constitution, the right of * petition.” “ Peti- 

Also, the petition of D. P. Gallorep and the officers of the \! tion” is the word used. But what is meant? Not 
Essex County Teachers’ Association, in aid of the memo- || heati cninl . but the right of th 
rial of the Philadelphia Teachers’ Convention for a bureau |, SUPPlicauion, certainty; but the rignt of the people 
for collecting educational statistics. || to express their views upon any subject of interest 

ee See — — _ for increase of pension. {| to them, and to ask such action as they may de- 

y Mr. TTLES : The petition of the citizens || .: “ aot ” : 
of the State of Ohio, praying for the establishment of a mail | sire. The word or = used an the sense 
route fron: MeConnelisville to Cambridge. | that belongs to it when used in judicial proceed - 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Washington county, || ings. It describes an application in writing. It 
praying for the establishiment of a mail route from Constita- } may be an application for that which is demanda- 
tion to Federalton. | . . : 

Also, a petition of the citizens of Morgan and Perry coun- | ble as an absolute right, or that which the tribunal 
ties, praying for the establishment of a mail route from || or body addressed may grant or deny at discretion, 
me to Logan. a on od or that which cannot be granted at all, for want of 

so, a petition of the citizens of Morgan and Perry coun- || r : vi 
ties, praying for the establishthent of a mail route from || scat a Oran it i ae the a . the ih, 
Deava to Athens. | plication. Bu s for the people, to whom the 

Also, the petition of citizens of Stonington and Groton, in | right of petition belongs, to determine for them- 
eee wenvieg oo an we for poe gy || selves upon what occasions they will exeres#e it; 
or ave sanébar in Mystic river, and tor duoys, beacons, &C- || and when they have determined, and have exer- 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. ; or : ee ’ 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Peter U. Morgan, ad- | cised it, and their petitions are presented here, or 
ministratur of John Arnold, deceased, and George G. Bish- || in any other legislative body, they should be re- 
A a ee letters patent. Referred to || ceived. To refuse to receive them is, in my 

e Committee . Ls se: nae 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of Daniel Burkhart and judgment, re their — When 
otherg, citizens of Berkeley county, Virginia, praying for || once received, they may be disposed of as seems 
the reduction of postage on prepaid letters, and its removal || fit, in any way consistent with a fair and respect- 
— earners within 30 miles of the place of their pub- || ful hearing. ‘To stop short of this—to refuse to 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of E. W. Curtiss and || receive a ae aie _ aay to the petitioners, ** you 
others, citizens of Onondaga county, New York, for cheap || shall not be heard”’—is an invasion of their con- 

. , || stitutional privilege. Sir, we cannot abridge that 
. ~ nanan of D. C. Leroy and others, citizens of |) privilege by law. It is not in the power of both 
county, for the same purpose. : : 

Also, the memorial of Wm. Finch and 48 other citizens; || branches of Congress combined to abridge that - 
the memorial of William Rhoades and 68 other citizens ; || privilege by law; much less can we abridge it by 
and the memorial of Wm. H. Topp and 436 other citizens || me or rule; 
of Onondago county, New York, for the relief of Dra aaa 
R re e : ’ ; 
and Sayre, now in prisonin the District of Columbia. Iso, Nor, Mr. President, does it seem to me wise to 


for the abolition of sl in said District, and for other ! denounce as madmen those who come here, no 
mares oe a se Sete ae || matter whether from me North or am the South 
ly Mr. ; pe ue nan | —no matter whether their petitions be presente 
sem cone of Nolen New lamar ie evan | by she Sepator from North Carolina or the Sena 
Hampshire; the petition of Samuct H. Tolman and 9 others, || tor from New Hampshire—to ask {@r action pre- 
citizens of South Merrimack, New Hampshire; and the pe- || paratory to a dissolution of the Union. They are 
— of _— Wiecnens 49 others, citizens of Filz- || mistaken men, but, I hope, not mad. They ask 
lh Gs Chalke on ae Bin Ca eee | for action which we have no constitutional power 
Roads. || to take, and which we ought not to take, if we bad 
plan Oe eee * Edward F. Sire and 30 ona aie || the power. They are mistaken if 7 think we 
— EOE, Oe ire, praying tur ceriain || have the power. are mistaken if they think 
modifications relating to the liabilities of American ship it, should be exercised. 


owners. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. || that the power, if we 


counties, Pennsylvania for a mailroute |} By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of Andrew Smith, of | They depict the southerners as well as the north- 
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erners, and no doubt truly, according to their re- 


spective ideas of them, the grievances which they 


desire to have redressed; but they have mistaken 


the remedy. It is not to be found ina dissolution 


of the Union. The petitioners from the North 
who desire a dissolution of the Union, desire that 
which, if accomplished, would in no degree ad- 
vance their purposes. The petitioners or resolu- 
tionists from the South, who contemplate dis- || 
union, look to that which, if attained, would over- 


whelm all their hopes in utter ruin. 
I regret, Mr. President, that, upon the motion 


to receive the petition now presented, we are not 
to have the vote of the honorable Senator from 
Illinois, (Mr. Doveras.] He apprehends, clearly 
enough, the line of discrimination established here. 
The question of reception was made upon the pe- 
tition en a day or two since by the Senator 


from North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.] That peti- 
tion, like this, looked towards a dissolution of the 
Union, yet the Senate decided to receive it almost 
unenimously. There were but two votes against 
reception. One of these votes was given by the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, in conformity 
with the usage to which the adheres of denying 
reception to ail petitions on this subject, or touch- 
ing ‘in any way the great question of slavery, 
whether they come from the North or the South. 
But after the honorable Senator saw, us he did see, 
that the usage to which he adhered was to be dis- 
regarded, and that, instead of it, there was to bea 
mere invidious sectional discrimination in respect 
to the reception of petitions, | did hope that he 
would be inclined to give to petitions from the 
North the same benefit of hearing which the Sen- 
ate, by a vote so nearly unanimous, accorded to 
pettions from the South. 

I regret, also, that we are not to have the vote 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Stur- 
ceon.}] fam sorry he could not see in the petition 
from North Carolina, for the reception of which 
he did vote, the hateful characteristics which he 
sees in this, which comes from citizens of his own 
State. 1 congratulate the Senator, however, on 
the applause which his discrimination has drawn 
from honorable Senators on the Whig side of the 
Chamber, and particularly from the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. coed 

‘Lhe Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] 


“avows, too, his purposé to vote against the recep- 


tion of this petition, although he voted for the 
reception of the petition from North Carolina. I 
am sorry for this; but he, too, has his com- 
mendation and his commender. While the Sena- 
cor from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] bestows the meed 
of approbation upon the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Sturnceon,] the Senator from Mississippi 
{Mr. Foote] baptizes with his applause the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts. ‘ 
~ L have already said that I have no objection to 
receiving this petition and laying it on the table, 
ws was done with the one from North Carolina. 
{ am quite willing that both petitions should be 
referred to a committee, with such instructions as 
the Senate may see fit to give. But I protest 
against discrimination. Let every respectful peti- 
tion presented here, no matter from what quarter 
it comes, meet with the reception due to the repre- 
sentations of the people addressed to their repre- 
sentatives. Let them be received. If the Senate 
entertains, in regard to the objects for which they 
pray, opinions so unanimous, so fixed, and so 
unalterable, that reference would be useless, let 
them be jaid upon the table, or if it be thought 
desirable, for the sake of satisfying the petitioners 
and the country, to answer the petition by a state- 
ment of reasons why its prayer cannot or should 
not be granted, letitbe referred. = | 

In most things, Mr. President, it will give me 
pleasure to follow the example of gentlemen from 
whom I am now compelled to differ, But in this 
matter | think itsafer and better to follow the ex- 
ample which has been set before me by the Legis- 
lature of my State, That example is in favor of 
receiving this petition, and denying its prayer. 
With the people of Ohio the right of petition 
is sacred, and sacred also is the union of the 
States, aes 

I shall vote, therefore, for the reception of this 
petition, and I shall also, on every occasion, by 
my vote and by my action, prove that | am, as 
Ohio is, for the Union, and against dissolution. 

Mr. DAYTON. I desire to say a word or two 
about this petition, and in doing so I wish not to 
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be misunderstood. I concede the right of petition 
| in its fullest and most ample sense; but that right 
is not a vague, an undefined, and unconsidered 
righty, It is a a known 4nd recognized in the 
book® as one which is well settled. It is that 
remedy which the citizen or subject has against 
the sovereign power, and it comes in its place as 
the right of action comes in a suitatlaw. Itisa 
suit, not a suit at law; but it is a suit addressed 
| by the subject to the sovereign power, and it ad- 
dresses itself to the conscience of that tribunal; 
and all the books which treat upon this subject 
| treat of it as a right which is a well-settled, a 
| well-considered thing. But, sir, | have yet to 
know that the right of petition has ever been ex- 
| tended directly to the destruction of the sovereign 
| power to which it is addressed. It is a right 
| which is limited to the redress of grievances. 
That is the burden of this right, and that is the 
exclusive limit of the right; and it isa right which 
remains inviolable in the hands of the citizen or 
| subject so long as he continues a citizen or sub- 
| ject. But it is not, I repeat, the right of any 
| party to petition the sovereign power to destroy 
| itself. Such a request is repugnant to the right of 
| petition, which is limited only to redress of griev- 
_ances under which the citizen or subject labors 
while he is a citizen or subject. 

Now, what is this petition? I do not deal with 
the petition or memorial with reference to the 
grounds on which the petition itself rests its re- 
quest. It puts in, by way of preamble, some 
opinion as to the matter of slavery, and then, asa 
consequent, asks Congress to dissolve the Union. 
I would deal with it as if it came without assign- 
ing any reason, and would vote against it in the 
one case as | would in the other. It asks us to 
do that which we have no right to do, and is in its 
character not respectful to the body which is ad- 
dressed. ‘The very first element of an appropri- 
ate petition is that it must be in its character 
respectful to the body addressed. 

Now, a petition may be disrespectful not only 
in form and language, but in the subject-matter. 
No man has a right to come here, and ask me, 
| in any phraseology, to commit perjury or be 

guilty of treason; and if that be the subject-mat- 
ter of the petition, the form is nothing. ‘This pe- 
|| tition, it is true, is in mild and respectful language, 
|| but it comes here and addresses the representa- 
1 tives of sovereign powers, and asks us to dissolve 
|the Union. It asks us to put an end to the Fed- 
eral Government; it asks us to destroy the Con- 
stitution peaceably. Why, the first thing I did 
when I came here was to take an oath to support 
that Constitution which these men ask me to de- 
stroy. Now, is it respectful to this body to make 
a request of us to do that which we have posi- 
tively sworn we would not do? Sir, I submit that 
it is not. 

But my friend from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Hate} has said (and said, | think, with some 
point too) that there are wrongs upon both sides 
of thia question; and | go with him in reference to 
certain remarks that he made in regard to the peti- 
tion presented by the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina, |Mr. Maneum:] When I entered 
this body, sir, some seven years ago or there- 
abouts, there was one uniform rule or usage—call 
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itso, if you will—acted upon by the Senate upon 
the presentation of petitions aren to the agita- 
‘he mdtion to 


tion of the question of slavery. 
receive was jaid upon the table. That had been 
the uniform rule for some time anterior to that; 
and, in reference to the hundreds of petitions pre- 
sented since, that rule or practice has been applied 
to them all, without a single exception. It was 
done, Mr. President, as I understood, as a kind of 
compromise upon this floor. A petition or me- 
morial of this character was presented, and the 
motion to receive it was laid upon the table. That 
puts the petition or memorial on the files, and en- 
ters it upon the minutes of the Senate. It goes 
upon the Journal, and for all practical purposes it 
stands in the same position as though it had been 
received and laid upon the table. 1t was a species 
of compromise of the matter, which rids us of de- 
bate upon this exciting subject. , 

Well, sir, a memorial of this kind was offered 
some time since by the honorable Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Sewarp,)} ana | and my asso- 
ciates, acting in good faith, on the understanding 
which had existed for the last ten years in refer- 
ence to all these memorials, on the yeas and nays 
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being demanded, voted in conformity w; 

rule of the Senate. If I had inllonden * os 
against the reception, if the yeas and nays had Vo 
been called, I would have ‘been the tore d nod 
mined so to vote when a person chose to put a 
the record in regard to a matter of this sor." 

This rule or usage ought to be lived Up to yi 
great respect on both sides of the chamber. 
permit me to say it has been violated, as [ 1), ey 
in the case of the memorial from North Coron’ 
and the South has come up directly and voted fa" 
the reception of papers agitating this yery ...” 
tion. This rule was never copied to i 
tions only which call for action. One-half of the, 
petitions were only setting forth the duties of oy 
gress, as the petitioners believed; others asked he 
the passage of a law; yet all had been laid on the 
table. But here is a memorial on this yer i 
citing subject which was received by the votes of i 
our friends on the other side of the chambe 
Now, the rule should be applied on both sides j 
the chamber, and I will apply it if the South yo, 
in this way. This matter has heretofore been i. 
ed in this manner by both parties in ¢ 
with a view to avoid the agitation of t 
some question. 

But, sir, that too is outside of the question under 
immediate consideration, which is, whether we 
will receive a memorial addressed to us, asking ys 
directly to destroy the Government; to do it peace. 
ably, to be sure, but asking us dtrectly to dest 
the Government. It is one of that character o 
memorials that I think ought not to be receive 
much less acted upon, as the Senator from Ney 
York [Mr. Sewarp] suggests, by reference to , 
committee, with instructions to report upon it, 
Why, Mr. President, in reference to this Matter, 
what position would the Senate of the Unite 
States occupy, supposing a committee of this body 
appointed, with instructions from the Senate jo 
make a report with resolutions against the prayer 
of the petition? The honorable Senator from New 
York says that he conceives every man who would 
send such a memorial as this is a madman; ani 
yet we are to have a special committee here who 
are to be instructed to make an argument on this 
question presented by madmen. If you appoints 
committee of that kind at this time of day, it strikes 
me that they will be much in the same position as 
that of the plain countryman in a local Legislature, 
of whom we have heard, who, being called upon 
to answer a somewhat frothy antagonist, declined 
to do so on the ground that ‘ nothing wrenched 
him so much as to kick against nothing.” 

Sir, who wants argument, who wants debate or 
reason, in answer to memorials of this kind? |, 
for.one, do not. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, no man who a. 
tends the discussions in the Senate can fail to per- 
ceive the predisposition which prevails here to push 
principles to theirextremes. If we do not finda 
massive wall where they must stop, we follow 
them indefinitely, with as much metaphysical zeal 
as any of the disciples of the ancient schools of 
logic. The provision respecting the right of pet 
tion is contained in one of the amended articles of 
the Constitution, which provides that Congress 
shall pass no law to prevent the people from a 
sembling peaceably and petitioning for redress of 
grievances. I do not deny that the right thu 
secured is an important one, but!I do not rate it by 
any means as high as the honorable Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Case] appears to do. Thanks to the 
wisdom of our forefathers, and to the spirit of out 
institutions, the people of this country have a much 
more efficient rouieily than the right of petition for 
any abuse by the Government, whether appre 
hended or existing—the right of action; the ng 
to send you home, and me home, and all of 0 
home, and put other and better men in our places 
that their wishes may be mplished. The 
Government is theirs, and the ballot-box is: ‘t 
better security for its faithful administration the 
this humble right of petition. In England, when 
the measure is derived, it is the best means (t 
people have for a redress of grievances; and 2 po" 
one it is, too, there, as the experience of every day 
demenstrates. With a hereditary Executive, 
hereditary House of Lords, and a House of Com 
mons originally elécted for the life of the Sover 
eign, the right to petition is about all that is le! 
to the people. Why, sir, if we were utterly" 
refuse to receive petitions in this country, it wo! 
produce no other effect than to rouse public * 
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sonation and to hurl us from our places. No 
deeature in this broad land will Fever lace 
any improper limitation upon the exercise of this 
right. But, sir, there are limitations which control 
it, necessarily arising out of the nature of things. 
You would not receive a petition couched in 
insolent or obscene or blasphemous language. 
Would you receive one asking Congress to de- 
care that there was no God, and to pass a 
jaw prohibiting the people of the United States 
fom assembling for the purposes of religious 
worship? Would you refer such a petition—as 
the Senator from New York (Mr. Sewarp] pro- 
to refer this—with grave instructions to re- 
rt the proofs of the existence of a God, and to 
add their feeble evidence to the testimon a 
that subject which is found equally in the Book of 
Nature and in the Book of Revelation, and which 
ig with us and around us from the cradle to the 
crave? ‘Then, sir, if there are limitations to the 
duty of receiving, if not to the right of presenting 
titions, what are they? They should be decent 
in their language, and the action they ask for 
ehould be within the sphere of our constitutional 
yower. This principle the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Davis,] in my opinion, laid down 
the other day with equal truth and force. If I 
understood his vote, however, it happened to him, 
as to most of us too often in life, that his doctrine 
was better than his practice. | think, on a test 
yote on that occasion, he was among those in 
favor of the introduction of a petition asking 
what we could not grant. The constitutional ob- 
ject of the right of petition is declared to be the re- 
dress of grievances. Instead of a valuable right, 
anapptication to Congress to do what it cannot do, 
reduces it to a farce, and is calculated to bring the 
right itself into contempt. If we have no power 
to grant the prayer of the petition, why should 
such a petition be received? And our time thus 
profitlessly spent might be devoted to useful and 
national purposes. 1am not speaking, sir, of a 
doubtful question—of petitions for measures of 
doubtful validity, and about which reasonable men 
may differ, and do differ. These should be re- 
spectfully received and considered. But I speak 
of applications for the exercise of powers which 
we have clearly and undeniably no om to assume 
—like this for the dissolution of the Union, or for 
the annihilation of a State of this Confederacy. 

It has been said, sir—and it has been said in 
reproach—that if we ought not to receive petitions 
asking us to do an unconstitutional act, we ought 
not to receive petitions or remonstrances against 
such an act, I do not so understand our own 
duties or the rights of the people. ‘There is a 
great difference between a proposition to do what 
we have no right to do, and a remonstrance against 
doing it when there is reason to apprehend it may 
be done. Thé one asks us to violate our oaths 
and the Constitution, the other to recollect the ob- 
ligations of both. 2 

This petition asks us to dissolve the Union. I 
shall vote for rejecting it; and if there were any 
other mode by which our indignation at such a 
wicked and foolish proposition could be more 
powerfully expressed, I should adopt it with pleas- 
ure. [had occasion some time since, and under 
much less imposing circumstances than the pres- 
ent, to say we Ought to have one unpronounceable 
word, as the Jews had of old, and that word 
“dissolution.”? 1 repeat the sentiment—and with 
a stronger conviction, if possible, than ever of its 
truth and importance. 

We talk dippantly of breaking up this Union as 
we talk about dividing a township. The great 
difficulty of our position is, sir, that we do not 
know how well we are off. The sun never shone 
on 80 prosperous a country as this; and yet we re- 
Ject almost contemptuously the blessings of God, 
and seem utterly saesiniiale to the favors he has 
showered upon us. Look over the pages of ancient 
history, sir;look round the world as itis, and where 
will you find more freedom, more happiness, less 
Oppression, less misery, than in this country? 
And yet we seem from time to time ready to reject 
all these elements of public and private prosperity, 
and to destroy this Government, the world’s best 
hope and our own. Instead of this eternal sys- 


tem of complaining, we should bow our knees in 


gratitude to Him who gave us these blessings, and 
who, I sometimes fear, will strike us with judicial 
blindnessas He did his chosen people of old. That 
we have difficulties sometimes to encounter is but 
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the common lot of humanity, individual as well as 
national. But when these come, let them be ad- 
justed ina proper spirit of compromise, and the 


a may bring us all that the fondest ggpiration || would be crowned by its fortress. Standing ar- 
can desire. 


where is that division to stop? Similar causes 
will exist—they are inseparable from human na- | ing for the right of suicide; presented, I Will not 
ture—and we shall finally be reduced to State sov- | say by madmen, bat presented by those who, with 
ereignties, and may read our fate in the fate of the | a torch in their hands, would burn down the tem- 
Greek republics so vividly portrayed by the an- |! ple of the Union, and then preach sermons over it 
cient historians. and throw the blame upon others. Yes, sir, they 


there was a preservative force in this country 


a splendid eulogy upon General Scott for the mod- 
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other in an armor and an attitude easy to foresee 
bat impossible ‘to prevent? ‘The border would 
bristle with bayonets. Every commanding height 








se : mies would become part of the permanent organi- 
This petition asks us to take measures to dis- || zation of each. And the probability is, judging 


solve this Union a It professes to come || from the lessons of history, that we shall be 
from the followers of 


oe - ce; from a portion of the most re- || and find ourselves in a consolidated instead of a 
spectable 
qualities no man appreciates better than I do. But 
what kind of a proposition is this? To dissolve this || that day! 
Union peaceably! 1 say it with all proper deference || Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I am much 
to the petitioners, but I say it emphatically, that 
he who expects such a result is either already in 
an insane hospital or ought to be placed there. || opinions, in which, in the main, | entirely concur, 
He who believes that such a Government as this, | 
with its traditions, its institutions, its promises of | 
the past, its performance of the present, and its || there can be or may be such a thing as a peace- 
hopes of the future, living in the heart’s core of || able breaking up of this Union. 
almost every American, can be broken up without || I am quite sorry that my friend from New 
bloodshed, has read human nature and human his- ! Hampshire has presented any auch petition as 
.tory to little*purpose. No, sir, the Gordian knot || this, and I shall be quite surprised if there be any 
that binds us together will never be severed but by || votes in the Senate for receiving it. It would be 
the sword. To talk, then, of dissolution is to talk || on our part an assumption of power; it would 
of war. Both are inseparably connected, and the || look as if by possibility we could do somethin 
evil day that brings the one will bring the other. |; to the effect and with the tendency which this, | 
And what kind of 
sir, as this world has never seen. The nearer we || source it comes, calls upon us to do. 
have been as friends, the more deadly will be our || I think the substance of this petition is such 
feelings as enemies. {t will have all the elements || that, to be appropriate, it should have had a pre- 
of a civil war; of an intestine war. Wherever the || amble in these words: 
border may be, it will be marked by blood and | 
conflagration from one end of it to the other. Far | ye peeen aes 
; ; an? ; . || Olemn Oaths th the presence vu and on 1e€ 
suie tahoe toaher ante snort com thonr'enens 1 Evangelists, that you ani support the Constitution of the 


illiam Penn, the great || brought together again by some powerful leader, 


ty of Friends, whose high moral || confederated country, under the iron rule of a 
military despot. God save me from witnessing 


| obliged to the member from Michigan for the 
clearness and force with which he has expressed 





especially in what he says of that existing ideal- 
ism which | find spread over the country, that 





a war will it be? Such a war, |! will say, presumptuous petition, from whatever 


| **Gentlemen members of Congress, whereas at the com- 
mencement of this session you and each of you took — 


oly 
| United States; now, therefore, we pray you to take inme- 


the balance of evil with mathematical precision. || diate steps to break up the Union, and overthrow the Consti- 
It is enough for me to know that ruinous would be || tution of the United States as soon as you cau. And, as in 
the hopes of both. And where is all this to end? || 4¥ty bound, we will ever pray. 


If jealousies and fancied rival interests, or real || Mr. CASS. That’s first rate. 
grievances, are to divide us into two confederacies, | Mr. BUTLER. I will make but a single re- 


_mark. It seems to me that this is a petition pray- 


Why, sir, it is but a year or two ago since, on || throw firebrands from the altar of the temple 


the occasion of a war with Mexico, that a dis- || which they are bound to cherish; and when it is 
tinguished Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. } 


CatHown,] still unhappily detained from his || jts ruins, and then cast the blame of that rain upon 
place by sickness, depicted in glowing colors the || others. 

danger of victorious generals returning from for- || Mr. HALE. This discussion has elicited one 
eign conquest. I believed then, as | believe yet, |! fact which affords me great satisfaction; and that 


in flames, they will preach funeral sermons over 


that he greatly overrated the danger, and-that || js, sir, that the honorable Senator from Michigan, 

ut | occupying so commanding a place as he does in 
which would laugh to scorn the efforts of military | the country and in this Senate, has avowed a 
power. And it was but a day or two since that |! principle of action directly contrary to that which 
the other distinguished Senator from South Caro- || 


t | 18 indicated by the vote which he gave only a few 
lina, (Mr. Burter,] now in his seat, pronounced | days ago, to which I wish to call his attention. 


|| The honorable Senator, in the discrimination which 

eration he exhibited when he entered the capi- || he applies to papers to be‘received by the Senate, 
tal of Mexico. The Senator, if I recollect right, || says, if they ask that which we have palpably no 
thought he deserved some distinguisiied mark of || power to grant, they should not be received; but 
his country’s approbation Tor remaining faithful to e says, if any of the citizens of this country ap- 
her interests and his own duty, and not placing || prehend action on the part of Congress which they 
himself at the head of a Mexican kingdom. Few || think will be dangerous and detrimental, they have 
men, sir, have a warmer personal regard for Gen. || a right to remonstrate against that action, and we 
Scott than I have, and perhaps still fewer place a | are bound to receive that remonstrance. How 
higher estimate upon his services than I do. He || frail, sir, is haman memory! On ‘Thursday last, 
has won a high station among the great captains | I had the honor to present precisely such a paper 
of the age, and he has also won imperishable honor || as that to this body—the remonstrance of some 
for himself and for his country. The campaign | members of the Association of Friends—comin 
from Vera Cruz to Mexico is among the proudest | here and not asking for any action on the part of 
feats on military record. But, sir, with all this, 1 i Congress, but simply, in the words of the honor- 
have no thanks to render him for the moderation || able Senator from Michigan, remonatrating against 
to which the Senator from South Carolina alludes. |) action which they anticipated—the admission of 
I do not believe that the thought of such treachery || any more slave States, or the extension of slavery 
ever entered his mind; nor do I believe that, if he |! into the Territories. 
had made the attempt, there was one American in | Mr. CASS. The object of that petition wae to 
the army who would have deserted the standard || induce Congress not to admit any new States into 
of hia country to follow the standard of a disloyal the Union without a prohibition of slavery. 
soldier. The stars and the stripes would have || Mr. HALE. No, sir; that was not it. It was 
still been the cloud by day and pillar of fire by || a petition against action, and comes within the 
night, to conduct our gallant countrymen to that |! definition laid down by the honorable Senator from 
home whose associations neither time nor dis- || Michigan. I appeal to every Senator who hears 
tance could weaken or sever. Alli honor, then, to || me if that is not the case? It is a difference of 
Gen. Scott, and to the army, for what they did | words between us; but | ask the common sense 
and suffered; but there let us stop, I trust it will || understanding of the whole people if it is not? 
be long before we find a Rubicon in our country. || Mr. CASS. Was not the object to prevent 

But, sir, what will gentlemen say who antici- || California, or any other new State, from being 
pate such danger from military power, to the || admitted into the Union without such a prohibition ? 
danger to be apprehended to great sections of our || It was asking us to do what we could not do—that 
country, when these are arrayed against each || is all. # have not another word to say. 
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Mr. HALE. It was remonstrating againstaction. 
But I don’t know what it is that should wake up 
such a storm at this time. I have before me the 
Journal of 1848, and I find that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania presented a petition of 
exactly a similar-character, and the presentation of 
that petition raised ne such storm on that occasion. 





On the 99th page you will find* that, on the 10th 
of January, Mr. Cameron presented the petition 
of the © Philadelphia Female Abolition Society,” 


praying for the peaceable dissoluuion of the Union. 
A motion to receive was made; objection was 
taken, and the motion was laid upon the table. 
There was no such storm created on that occasion, 
no such excitement; no talk about torches and 
burning of temples, nor preaching of funeral ser- 
mons. Well, sir, ata subsequent period, during 
that same session, eight similar memorials were 
presented, and there was no great excitement on 
that occasion. The excitement does not, then, 
grow out of the petitions, but from something out- 
side of and extraneous to them. 

I will not say another word on that subject; but 
I will turn round and say a single word tothe hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,} 
in relztion to some remarks which fell from him 
the other day. 4 must say that those remarks fell 
upon my ear with a pain which | cannot express. 
He said that the reason why he should voteagainst 
the reception was, that we had no power to grant 
the prayer of the petition. Well, then, sir, if that 
is a correct idea, then that venerated name in 
Massachusetts whose fame is a portion of the 
common property of us all, lived and died in the 
pertinacious assertion of an obstinate error. dir, 
if thatis the right of petition, and if thatis the crite- 
rion to be applied to it, then gentlemen on the other 
side of the chamber—gentiemen coming from the 
southern States—have all along been nghtin voting 
against the reception of every one of those peti- 
tions asking the action of Congress for the aboli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in this District, 
because they say that they do not honestly believe 
that Congress possesses any such power. Well, 
then, having that belief in their own breasts, they 
have the authority of the honorable and venerable 
Senator from Massachusetts in voting against the 
reception of these petitions. If the ground as- 
sumed by the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Davis] is right, then the whole course 
of the North has been wrong, obstinate, and falla- 
cious, in coming here and peutioning the Senate to 
do that which clearly they had no mght to do; and 
the right of petition, as understood by us of the 
North, has been entirely wrong, and gentlemen 
from the slaveholding States have been right. 

Mr. FOOTE, | rise merely to congratulate the 
Senate that we have a thorough convert in the 
honorable Senator from New Hampshire; that he 
has at last discovered that the South has been 
right all along. And now that the scales have at. 
last fallen from his eyes, I trust that he will never 
go darkling on his way on this subject in connec: ' 
tion with the slavery question. ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think, sir,) 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire [Mr.; 
Hate] does not do me jusuce, though | have no; 
doubt he intends so todo. I think the Senate will} 
be able to call to their recollection the position 
which I took the other day when this matter was 
up: in the first place, that, in my judgment, the 
petitioners asked for that which, to my mind, is 
palpably out of our pave to grant. Butl did 
not stop there, sir. went on further to show 
that I could not do what was asked without viola- 
ting the oath that I had taken. I gave this two- 
fold reason for my conduct on that occasion. And 
I wish now merely to add, that what my heart 
tells me is right, no casuistry ean prevail upon me 
not to do, or to do that which | believe is wrong. 
Now, | do say that, in asking this body to take 
measures to dissolve this Union, there is a palpable 
error, a palpable wrong. It is not only wrong 
generally, but it is wrong politically. It is out of 
our power to concede what is required of us. ‘This 
satisfies my mind. I settle no rule in regard to 
the right of petition. It is well known here, sir, 
that at all times | have maintained that right in its 
broadest extent. | have qt all times supported 
and sustamed it. But now, sir, there comes a case 
which | can see palpably is wrong in itself. I can 
see that it is vicious, not to say wicked, in itself; 
and { am prepared to act, and to act instanter; I 
care not in what form, whether it be by the rejec- 
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tion of the petition, or by the denial of its prayer; 

but I am prepared to act, as | said before, without 
ony eee reflection on the subject. 

tg WALES. As this petition purports to 

come MM part from inhabitants of the State which 

|| | have the honor in part to represent upon this 

floor, (Delaware,) 1 took occasion to inspect it, 





and 1 do not find amongst the signers of that pe- | 


| tition the name of a single person known to me as 
| a citizen of Delaware. 
|| nicated the petition to the honorable Senator from 
| New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare, and who states in 
| @ postscript that he collected these names at some 
public meeting in Hamilton, in Pennsylvania, re- 
sides in Chester county. | can inform that honor- 
able Senator and the Senate that in Delaware there 
| are no advocates of disunion. She was the first to 
adopt the Constitution, and she will be the last to 
| desert it. 

Mr. COOPER. 
before the vote is taken on this question. 
ulways been the advocate of the right of petition 
in 1ts broadest and most extended sense. 1 believe 
it is a right which belongs to every citizen, that’it 
is guarantied to him by the Constitution, and that 
antecedentiy to all human enactments the right 
existed. 1] have, therefore, | repeat, begn its ad- 
vocate, at home and in the halls of the National 
Legislature. But 1 have always discriminated 
thus far, that the prayer of the petiuoner must be 

respectful to the body to which it was to be pre- 
| sented. This petition | do not think is respectful; 





| fur it asks substantially what the honorable Sen- 


that is, that we should violate the oaths which we 
took to the Chair in which you are stung. It is 
not respectful; it is not proper; it is asking more 


much as I am in favor of the right of petition, to 
vote against the reception of the petition which 
has been presented. 

In the State of Pennsylvania there is a deep—I 
was going to say everiasting—attachment to the 
Union of these States, and there is no considera- 
ble or respectable portion of the people of that 
Commonwealth that are not in favor of the per- 
| petuation of the Union of the States to the latest 
posterity. The sentiment expressed in the pe- 
ution is not the sentiment of people of that State, 
or of but very few of them at least, and I have 
said that I am acting but in conformity to the 
wishes of those whom | have the honor, with my 
respected colleague, to represent here, and that I 
shall have their approval in voting against the re- 
ception of this petition, 

Sir, in every emergency Pennsylvania will be 
found steadfast to the Union. She is opposed to 
the agitation of the question of dissolution, wheth- 
er at the North or the South. She believes it is a 
question that ought not to be mooted anywhere, 





the good understanding which ought to exist be- 
tween the different portions of the country. She 
knows the value of the Union. 
that her own interests, the interests of her people, 
are wrapped up im the perpetuation of that 
But without any interested motive to attach her to 
it, she is attached to it, and will remain attached to 
it. She knows that it was achieved by the joint 
efforts of the old thirteen States—by the mother of 
the thirty States which now compose this Union. 
I represent the sentiments of my constituents fully. 
The Union is dear to me, because it was achieved 
by the outpouring of the blood of the citizens of 
ali the States. ‘The earth in the South was moist- 
ened by the blood of the soldiers of the North; 
the batue-fields of Brandy wine and Saratoga were 
saturated with the blood of southern men; and, 
sir, L am utterly and forever opposed to the sev- 
erance of this Union. When | or my children, or 
my children’s children choose to go to the South, 
and kneel at the graves of those who perishsd in 
the revolutionary struggle, | wish to pass into no 
strange c@untry; | wish to worship there in my 
own land. And when. southern men resort to 
Saratoga or Brandywine to contemplate the 
theatre of the struggles and the glories of our 
armies, | wish they may come as citizens of this 
great Confederacy, and not as foreigners, with 
ports admitting them. 

Sir, | hope, when these walls that surround us, 
when these columns which uphold the dome above 
our heads shall have crumbled as graniteand mar- 





'| ble will crumble under the touch of time, that this 


The person who commu- | 


I desire to say a single word | 
I have | 


| ator from Massachusetts asserts that it does; and || 


than we can grant; and I am therefore bound, | 


and that it is full of mischievous consequences to | 


She understands || 


Jnion, | 





Feb. 1, 


Union shall be still preserved, and that 
representatives, the representatives of one — 
i en stand here legislating for ~ 
jt 


‘ 





ey will still be legislating for the whole Uo" 
| a8 It now is, with such sister States as m ae 
|| added in the course of time. I am Opposed “4g be 
dissolution of the Union. I know that, instea me 
being respected by the whole world as we oo - 
|| respected, as soon as we shali have been broke, 
up into little confederacies—the Northern Conf . 

|| eracy, the Confederacy of the Middle States - 
|| Western Confederacy, and the Confederacy of oe 
| South—we shall be despised; and those om 
|| wished to see the problem solved unsuccessf, ly 
|| of man’s competency for self-government, will th J 
\| have abundant occasion to rejoice. Sir, entertain. 
ing these views, I shall vote against the rece in 
of this petition, and, if | know it, against aij :. 
|| tions looking to a dissolution of this Union, wheth. 
er they come from the South or from the Nort), 
And I do hope that we shall agitate this questing 
no more; that we shall pour water upon the flame 
that is raging throughout the land; that we w,) 
quench it by kindness to each other; by doing 
nothing to provoke or excite hostility on the pert 
of one section of the Union against another, [.. 
| us regard the benefits of this Union; let us stan 
by it, because it was achieved by our forefather: 
who came fresh from the fiery furnace of the reyo, 
| lution, in which they had been purified from ij 
| the dross of selfishness, to concert wisely for the 
| then existing States, and for all that should je 
added in future. 
Mr. CLEMENS. 


) 1 am glad to hear so many 
declarations on the part of Northern gentleiney 


| 

1} ° . e 

| that they do not intend to aid in accomplishing the 
| : 

| 

} 





| designs expressed by these petitioners. | always 
listen with pleasure to such avowals; but I am 
|| constrained to say that a little more action, and 4 
|| little less talking, would be more to the purpose, 
| If Senators desire us to believe them sincere ip 
| their professions of love for the Union, that sin- 
cerity ought to be manifested by their conduct, 
Who has put the Union in danger? Not the South, 
for we have committed no aggressions, and _pro- 
| pose tocommit none. We are responsible only 
for making known our determinasion to resist op- 
|| pression; come from what quarter it may. It \s 
| the North, and the North alone, who are the agi- 
|| tators. It is the North alone by whom this fair 
Ib patios has been shaken to its centre; and the alle- 

gation that there are southern disunionists, for the 
sake of disunion, is an unmitigated calumny, which 
shall not be pronounced in my hearing without 
being branded as it deserves. If you love the 
Union so much, cease your aggressions—pause in 
your efforts to destroy that Constitution which is 
its only bond. You need be under no apprehen- 
sions for the Union, unless your conduct makes its 
destruction a duty. From the South you have 
nothing to fear, so long as you do not attempt to 
perpetrate a wrong. Ido not misunderstand the 
policy which causes you to denounce those who 
defend the rights of the weaker section, who 
have dared to step between power and its victims, 
as factionists and disorganizers. 1 know that to 
|| me, individually, there has been attributed a de- 
liberate design to dissolve the Union. Great God! 
what have I to gain by such course? I have 
no bitter enmities against any section or any 
party. I have no disappointed aspirations urging 
me on to desperate expedients. There is not 
|| in this broad land a single individual with fewer 
motives to disturb its harmony. EF have friends, 
and warm ones, in all its parts. For a jong wut 
1 commanded a New England regiment. For 4 
long time I was associated with northern men in 
all the scenes which made up the changefu! drama 
|| of a soldier’s life. Does any man suppose that | 
can contemplate with satisfaction the possibility 0! 
standing face to face as foes with those by whom 
I have so eften stood side by side as friends? The 
charge is a gross absurdity; but even absurdities 
| may come to be believed from constant repetition. 











An opinion once set afloat by a letter-writer from 
Washington is taken up, — by all the 
parfot tribe through the land. ithout the mind, 
| the independence, or the honesty to think; they 
| have been cursed with the power of speech, and not 
| 
| 


unfrequently becomes the instruments of mischief. 
But recently I noticed that some small-fry polit! 
cian, whose name I do hot remember—some min- 
now in the waters of Pennsylvania politica—elec 
trified his little auditory by the declaration that he 
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«just as much respect for Witmor as for || that its prayer cannot constitutionally be granted, |) lieve, sir, if there had never been any petitions on 
a cusmens OF Foote.’’ 1 hope the Senator from || but not violated by a like vote when the Senator || the subject of slavery rejected by Congress, there 





: yssissippl will survive this assault, that he will || so voting entertains that opinion, no matter how || never would have been any petutions presented to 
ys wt drown himself in despair. J venture even || clearly? Ido not so understand the obligations || Congress for the dissolution of the Union. I believe 
* hope that he will not suffer himself to be si- || which |come under here. Those obligations bind || that so long as we suffer those who are disunionists 
S by it. The South has yet much need of | us to support the Constitution and maintain the | to maintain before the people a false issue on the 
of honorable friend. His genius, his talents, || Union; and while we support the Constitution || right of petition, so long will we have the right of 
. his energy> his readiness to defend the right, and maintain the Union, we are bound also to | petition abused and perverted for such purposes. 
- jig fearless denunciations of the wrong—his unri- || maintain the rights of the people, and among those And it is for that reason I desire to receive this 
*. ed powers of sarcasm and invective, are each || none more sacredly than the right of petition. Let | and all other petitions. 
* ind all familiar acquaintances, with which | should || us take care then that we do not nullify this right |, The distinguished Senator from Michigan [Mr. 


eee 


he ve ver unwilling to part at a crisis like the pres- by limitations inconsistent with its free exercise, I Cass] has adverted to one or two cases, and asks, 
bs ent. bor myself, 1 have a duty before me which || and never thought of except when a particular sen- | by way of parallel, whether we would receive pe- 
ly ean make no demands and impose no :isks or an- || timent is to be pronitiated by the rejection of north- || titions under such circumstances—as, for instance, 
“ joyances that Lam not ready tomeet. Any one || ern petitions. 1 am for upholding this right by || @ petition to declare there is no God? Well, sir, 
. may pursue & pathway strewn with roses; it re- || receiving this petition. We can then take such I have seen a question very similar to that broached 
mn yires men to tread where thorns and brambles | action in reference to it as our obligations to the | in my legislative experience. [ have known large 
tie camper the way. 1 expected to be denounced, to | Constitution and to the Union require of us. | masses of the community agitated by an appre- 
h. pe misunderstood by some, and calumniated by || Mr. BUTLER. | rise to return my thanks to | hension of a combination of Church and State, 
h. oihers. Much of this I cannot prevent; but when | the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. | growing out of the appointment of chaplains to 


. the charge is made here, in my presence, that | am || Cooper] for the part he has taken in this debate, | legislative bodies. { have seen such petitions pre- 
ie ; factionist, or that those who act with meare so, || and with his permission to adopt, with a slight | sented, and a great popular movement made fo 
jsimall repel it in terms that admit of no double || qualification, a portion of his remarks. He said || compel the attention of a legislative body to the 


> meaning Sir, I do not believe there is a man in || that he trusted. the day would never arrive when | discussion of that question. 
rt ihe entire South who desires disunion for itself. 1 | the descendants of those patriotic ancestors who || Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a point of order, with all 
et hope, also, there is not one who will suffer his || fell on the plains of Saratoga, and whose bones |, deference to’ the Senator. I may be misinformed 


rhts to be invaded, or his honor tarnished, no || are there inhumed, could visit them only under a 
matter what may be the cost of resistance. We || passport; and that the day also might never ar- 
Je mean, at all hazards, to defend the Constitution. | rive when those living at Brandywine could only 
if that is faction, we are guilty. If that is dis- 


in regard to the rule, but I am told by much more 
| experienced Senators that [ am right in the suppo- 
we ) | sition, that when the hour of one has arrived, no 
visit the plains of Eutaw as strangers in a for- | one has a right to oceupy the attention of the Sen- 


e ynion, weare disunionists. If that isacrime against eign land. Mr. President, there are other graves, | ate to the exclusion of the special order. The 

. the republic, we have much to answer for. | those of the gallant men who lie buried on the | gentleman from Georgia is, therefore, now entitled 
{have heard enough, Mr. President, of hypo- || plains of Mexico, and who assisted often in secu- to the floor, unless he waives it, and if he has not, 

v critical whining about the Union from those who || ring the victory ; and | hope the day will never | [| insist upon the enforcement of the rule. 

n are its deadliest foes. If you want peace you have |, arrive when their comrades or descendants may || “Mr. MANGUM. Let us take the vote 

e only tosay so. Let usalone. We ask no more. || not visit them without the fear of expulsion. 2 


8 Or, if you will not do that, spare us your lament- || Mr. SEWARD. Before the question is Wianwie aekcaeet ‘The Henntor Gent 
n ations. If you are determined to destroy the Con- || taken W ap Th h is 

- stitution, be men—own it publicly—and take the || Mr. MANGUM. [| appeal to the Senator fora Mr. SE’ - del oe ae as t ed eS 
: responsibility. Do nat seek to shift it to our || moment. were received and elaborately discussed and de- 





noulders |” Mr SEWARD waived his right to the || “ded upon, the agitation ceased. | remember, 
. Mr. CHASE. A few words, and buta few, in |] Ader. 4 va also, the presentation of petitions, very numerous- 
reference to the remarks of the distinguished Sena- || Mr. MANGUM. I think it would be well ly signed, to legislative, bodies, to prohibit the 


| 


ior from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] 1 am glad that || enough to dispose of another day in the discus- | reading of the Bible in the common schools, and 


Senators have done individually that which ‘the || sion of this important petition for the dissolution | the question was raised which was the wisest way 





Senate is unwilling to do collectively; and by no || of the Union; but, inasmuch as my friend from || ° _ - agitation 5. injurious to _ . and 
one has that duty been performed with more ability || Georgia [Mr. Berrien] has postponed his right |, ek oy nee aoe are een | . _ wee 
and eloquence than by that honorable Senator. || to the floor an two or three occasions, and has | 2°.‘ Bp on : a an here, that it was Th to 
He has assigned, as have also other Senators, the || it to day, I do hope some disposition will at once | T°°e!ve ° te f od " wg - Pee ey 
reasons why the prayer of this petition should not || be made of the pending question, and that he will | “°° fom - or re an elaborate ‘orp cm 
: begranted. And no one, in favor of receiving this || be permitted to go on. I move that it be post-  8'Ven them, an h i AN Be meEe a 
petition, has suggested any further action than that || poned. rae ago, oe oe wee eT as su ae 
these reasons should be assigned by the Senate, Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator withdraw | y eens = diasol ~e > ae tigen ieee 
not in debate, but by report. I have asked for || the motion for a moment? a Povo thin ot ? al pe oe h seen a 
even less than that—barely that the right of peti- || Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. | ae this ll give iy rn mon which — t . 
tion, secured by the Constitution itself, should Mr. SEWARD. Ihave no desire to continue eee r neg a the — " ae ok angi, 
: be preserved inviolate. And the obligation to || this debate; 1 suppose it is at an end, and I shall | shall a = Ss oy “Wh ar oe fe 12 we 
maintain that right inviolate, is as binding upon || be willing to renew the motion of the Senator, or , °8" B1Ve “ Our fell on me = ee 
every Senator under the oath he has taken to sup- || have the question taken as soon as | have merely | ‘08. Teasons to our lellow men—not even above 





: --. . . . 

) port the Constitution as the duty of maintaining || stated a single proposition. I desire that the issue | oe Washin ms Bons ne a ~ aaa 
) any other right secured by it. that is involved in the question may be distinctly 8 8 eae 
; 
) 





_How are we met in the arguinent of this ques- || understood; and it is this: On the one side of the | why Ire Veen. Seon nt ae ee ea 
tion? One Senator assigns one rule by which the || House it is proposed that this petition shall not be | F°V° «teil. SO een a ee this 
right of petition should be limited; another, an- || received at all, which amounts to a virtual rejec- | G10S0 (0 16 CANN Ny en ne on an of the Umited 
| other, and a third, one different from either. The || tion of the paper. On the other side of the House || GhY BI NO” SvONE ok. Sul ieanest. - 
, rule of restriction which meets the most general || it is proposed that tne petition shall be received | ‘l er fthe Socks cocean of the United St . * 
| acceptance seems to be thie: that the people have || and referred to the Judiciary Committee, with in- || ® d th oa ‘| per tn tae poo es ood aa ot 
noright to petition, or, if they do, have no right to || structions to report that the Senate has neither the ad it iy oer of sits Eitechation of ike Ui . 
be heard, unless we, to whom the petition is ad- || power nor the disposition to entertain the question. | F a th As ni Rage =f gage eget Yom rae 
dressed, think it is perfectly within our power to | This is the question, and not any question whether | see di th advan e. express 8 von 
grant its prayer. If this be so, the remark of the || Senators are in favor of dissolving the Union or | ee oe on ee) 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate} is full || not. We are all against even the thought of | Mr. FOOT - Dans, Oe Senator really insist 
of force, that every Senator is bound, to vote || dissolution. Under these circumstances, I shall | that eandenan 7 will’S ‘ 7 on & peution 
against the reception of every petition which in- || vote for receiving the petition, for the reason I have | here? However, I will not call on the Senator for 
vokes any action whatever which in his judgment || already assigned, and I think it the right way tw ~~ Oa. vies J 
is beyond our power, vindicate the right of petition, and the way best | ; © question yd j - = ded ii - ee 
According to this rule the honorable Senator calculated to suppress the agitation. | Of the petition, and it was decided in the negative, 
from Michigan is bound to vote against every pe- || Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator vote for the re- | 9 follows: 
tition which contains in it a eee prohibit the || ceiving of a petition which he designated in our | YEAS—Messrs. Chase, Hale, Seward—i. P75 
extension of slavery by act of Congress. The || hearing the other day as a petition from madmen? | op MAES —Manen. Loctite Detaes, Baan ~ rong 
Senator from tage says, indeed, he does not Mr.SEWARD. I have never yet seen the pe-| ons, Cooper Corwin Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
go 80 far as that. The rule, he thinks, does not || tition of any human being that [ would not receive || Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of lows, 
apply to a case in which the judgment of an indi- || —never. {do not believe | ever shall; for it is | Dodge of Wisconsin, 3 oo ee aw 
vidual Senator against the constitutionality of the || not enough to justify me in refusing to hear a hu- | Greene, Houston, Hunter, coves, Cs eee Shiciie. 
action invoked is clear; but to a case in which the || man being who may apply to me, that I have not Sinith, 8 ée, Sturgeon, Turney Underwoot, Uptiam, 
judgment of the majority is clear against it. Is || the power to grant what he asks. Now, the Con- | Wales, Walker, Webster, Whitcomb, and Yulee—51. 
that a distinction which can be maintained for a  stieceion imposes no restriction and no modifica- Mr. MANGUM. I move that the Senate pro- 
moment? If { am at liberty to vote for the recep- || tion upon the right of petition. Petitions offered || 
tion of a petition praying for action, not, in my || by madmen are harmless, and the way to render 





ceed to the consideration of the special order of 


indie; S day. 

individual judgment, within our constitutional com- || them the most harmless is to hear them and give dhe 

petency, am I the less free #0 to vote because a them a civil answer, It is a civil answer that turns | ADMISRION re LADIES. 

majority concur with me in that judgment? Can || away wrath. | Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, { make the usual 
it be said that the Constitution is violated by a vote A Vaice. A soft answer. | motion for the admission of the ladies to the floor. 


0 receive a petition when & majority is of opinion Mr. SEWARD: Yes, a soft answer. | be- ||] understand that there is a very large aumber- 








334. 


desirous of hearing the Senator from Georgia, 
(Mr. Beraien.]} 


Senator from Mississippi, that the ladies be ad- 


mitted to the floor of the Senate. 
Mr. CLAY. reed. 
The VICE P IDENT. The permission 


can only be granted by unanimous consent. The 
Chair hears no objection, and the Sargeant-at-arms 
will execute the orders of the Senate. 


The ladies were accordingly admitted, a large | 


number, of whom availed themselves of the per- 
mission. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the compromise resolu- 
tions introduced by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cray. 


Mr. BERRIEN addressed the Senate for an || 


hour and a half, and, without finishing, gave way, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Maneum, that it was 
necessary to go into Executive session. His speech 
will be found in the Appendix. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK OF SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. BUTLER presented the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its immediate consideration: 


A Joint resolution authorizing the appointment of a special 
clerk to the Supreme Court of the United States. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembied, That the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 
be and he is hereby authorized to appoint a special clerk 
to attend said Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of 
said Supreme Court during the time it is in session each 
year, and it shall be the duty of said clerk to do such copy- 


ing of opinions and other matters, and to make such re- | 
searches, us tie Chief Justice or either of his associates may || 


require in the progress of the business of the said court. 


And said clerk shali be allowed out of the contingent fund | 
of said court compensation for his services not exceeding 


ix dollars for each day that he may attend said judges and 
feriorm said services. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
sideration of this resolution with a view to its 
adoption without unnecessary delay, because there 
are now before the Supreme Court cases in litiga- 
tion involyng an amount equal to at least four 
millions of dollars, which cases depend main] 
upon proofs contained in papers in the Spanis 
language, correspondence, and otherwise; and it 
is impossible for the Court to act upon those cases 
satisfactorily without the aid of an officer such as 
is here proposed. The number of judgments that 
are to pronounced cannot be written out b 
the judges without such aid and assistance. It 
appears to me to be but a reasonable request on 
the part of the Court, and one that should be 
granted. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
resolution? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will put it in that form. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the gentleman will do 
so; and I entirely concur with him as to the pro- 
priety of adopting it. I know that under the pres- 
ent order of business in the Court there is more 
labor imposed on the judges than they can possi- 
bly get through with. 

Mr. KING. I hope the resolution will be per- 
mitied to lie upon the table for the present, that 
we may have an opportunity of looking into it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Let it take the ordinary 
course of a bill. 

The resolution, as modified, was read the first 
and second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise, sir, not to oppose the ob- 
ject which the honorable Senator from South Car- 
olina has in view, but there isa difficulty as to the 
mode by which he proposes to accomplish that ob- 
ject. Ihave no sort of objection, for one, to what 
is proposed to be done, provided it be done by law; 
and a joint resolution I consider equivalent to law. 
1 have no sort of objection to granting a clerk to 
the Supreme Court for the purpose mentioned; but 
the question ia one involving our constitutional 
power. The Constitution, we are aware, provides 
that officers of a certain description shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, but that the appoint- 
ment of certain subordinate officers may by law 
be vested either in the heads of Departments or 
ia the courts of justice. Now the question is, can 
we vest in a single judge the power of appointing 
a clerk to the Supreme Court? I think not. If the 


Is it in the form of a joint 


gentieman will so modify his resolution as to give 


Mr. BUTLER. 
| 


I ask for the immediate con- | 


| the appointing power to the court, I shall heartily 
|| concur with him in its adoption, 


Mr. WEBSTER, That is very fair. 
I have no sort of objection to 
that modification. The resolution was placed in 
my hands in the shape in which I presented it, and 
i, | assure the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
|| that I agree most cordially with him, that the court 
|| ought to have the appointing power; and | will so 
|, amend the resolution, 

On motion of Sir. KING, the further consider- 
|| ation of the resolution was postponed until to- 
|, morrow. 3 


RESOLUTIONS, 


| Mr. CLAY submitted the following, which lies 
over one day under the rules: 


\| 

I! Resolved, That in future when a member of Cengress 
dies, and lias been buried in the vacation, the Seriate will 
| not feel itself called upon to extend to the memory of the 
| deceased the honors and ceremonies which have been of 
Jate years usually awarded ; but will restrict itself hereafter, 
in the appropriation of those honors and ceremonies, to 
|} cases of the death of members during the session of Con- 
}| gress. 

| Mr. KING presented the foliowing resolution, 
|| which was, by unanimous consent, considered and 
|| agreed to: 


|| Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
| communicate to the Senate any papersin his department 
| relative to the conduct of David Cook, master of the Eug- 
lish barque Sarah, in saving the passengers and crew of the 
| American ship Caleb Grimshaw, William E. Hoxie, master, 
|| destroyed at sea by fire while on her passage froin Liverpool 
| to New York. 


|| On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
|| and, after some time thus engaged, the doors were 
reopened, and 

|| ‘The Senate adjourned. 


| 
| 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 12, 1850. 


| 
The Journal of yesterday having been read, 
Mr. PRESTON KING moved that it be so 
amended as to state the fact, that the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the main question 
| had been ordered to be taken on grdering to a 
| third reading the joint resolution from the Senate 
| “limiting the expenses of collecting .the revenue 
| from customs for the present fiscal year,” had been 
| made by the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
| Kine. } , 
| The Journal, having been thus amended, was 
| approved. 

Mr. PUTNAM, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions be request- 
ed to forward to the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
the petition of Silas Champion, for an increase of pension, 
on file in his office, with the evidence accompanying the 
| same, in order that they may be referred to the Committee 
| on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER asked the unanimous consent of 
| the House to introduce the following resolution, 
which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and they 
hereby are, instructed to inquire into the propriety of repeai- 
ing an act entitled ** An act to extend a patent heretofore 
granted to William Woodworth,” passed February 26, 1845, 
being an act for a second renewal of a patent for alleged im- 
provements in the method of planing, tongueing, grooving, 
and cutting into mouldings, on either plank, boards, or auy 
other material, and for reducing the same to an equal width 
and thickness—and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 
| Objection having been made, the resolution was 
| not received. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

|| The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
| order was the motion made by the gentleman from 
| New Jersey, (Mr. Kina,] yesterday, to reconsider 
|| the vote by which the main question on ordering 
| toa third reading the joint resolution ‘* limiting the 
| expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
| for the present fiscal year,” had been ordered to be 

taken. p 

And the question on that motion was taken. 
| The roll having been called— 


j 








Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, who had been 
detained in the committee room, and was not in his 
seat when his name was called, asked the unani- 

| mous consent of the House to record his vote. 
| Objection was made. 

The result was then announced—yeas 94, nays 
78; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, 
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| Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, F 
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Chester Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, 


ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Coural ot 
Crowell, Beberry, Dickey, Disney. Dix » Corwig 
kee, Alexander Evans, f y on, Dunean, Dur! 


Nathan Evans, Fowler. 
Giddings, Govdenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, "Hants 
Haymond, Hebard, Henry, ouston, Howe, Hunter . ay, 
son, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G’ a. 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Levin He 
ace Mann, Matteson, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Nie...” 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Owen Ph b- 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwe 
Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Shepperd, sii, ell, 
Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus .-” 
vens, Sweetser, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurma: Ue 
derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wut” 
Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop—94, am, 
NAY 8—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd. | 
J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, Carter, Clevelan 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Dgniei, 


Bayly, 
William 
q , dd, Wi. 
Dimmick, Doty 
: aller, Hamilton’ 
Haratson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson Ww. Harris 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holiiday, Howard, Hubbard? 
Inge, Robert W. Johuson, Jones, Kautinan, Leflier, | in , 
field, Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, McLanahan Mem : 
len, MeWillie, \ieade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, cat 


Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Pheips, Potter, bowel hic 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Sdioy, 


Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Weilborn’ 
Whittlesey, and Wood—78. om 


So the motion was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr, DISNEY suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] who had made the motion, 
to withdraw the demand. 

Mr. BAYLY assented. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, then took the floor 
and offered the following amendment to the reso. 
lution, viz: 

Strike out all after the word 1849, in the Is 
section, and insert the following: 

“That the sum of $1,000,000 for the collection of the 
revenue from customs, $50,000 for warehousing, $25,09 for 
‘Texas and Oregon, $100,000 for California, $50,000 for new 
business—$1,225,000—be appropriated tor the expense of 
collecting the revenue for the half of the present fiscal year, 
ending 30th June, 1850, together with such sum in addition 
as may be received from storage, cartage, drayage, and labor, 
for said half year, and in that proportion for any shorter or 
longer time, until Congress shall act upon the subject, and 
that meanwhile the restriction by law upon the amount of 
salaries in California and Oregon shall be suspended.” 

Mr. KING stated that he had the satisfaction 
yesterday to reduce to figures his views of the 
form which this resolution should assume, in 
furtherance of the object of the House—the fixing 
of a limit for the cost of collecting the public reve- 
nue from foreign imports. His proposition had 
been met with favor, and had been adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole. But by some process 
of which he was perfectly uninformed, and which 
he was unable to understand, his amendment had 
been slipped in between other propositions, and had 
thus fallen to the ground. 

He was happy now to have «he opportunity 
again to submit his amendment. The amount of 
the expenditure, heretofore, by that most zealous, 
most active, and most able gentleman, who had 
been the predecessor of the present Secretary of 
the Treasury, had been reduced by him to the 
lowest point, at which it was practicable to secure 
the faithful collection of the revenue. Below that 
point, the late Secretary had declared that such a 
collection of the revenue could not be effected. It 
would be hard, then, if gentlemen on the other 
side would not be willing to give to the present 
Secretary of the Treasury an amount equal to that 
which, in the time of his predecessor, was not 
deemed by them sufficient for the collection of the 
revenue. 

[Here Mr. Kine was requested to take a more 

commanding position, in order that his remarks 
might be more distinctly heard. ] 
. Mr. KING resumed—~expressing his fear that 
he should not be able to make any remarks which 
would compensate the House for the attention it 
was disposed to concede to him. He had been 
stating that he thought it not quite right that get- 
tlemen on the other side should endeavor to com- 
pel those who have now succeeded to the adminis- 
tration of the Treasury Department to do the 
work for a less sum than that which was deemed 
insufficient by the late Secretary. No one enter 
tained the least doubt that the late Secretary 4p 
plied himself assiduously to the task of reducing 
the cost of collecting the revenue to the lowest 
practicable point, and that to this point it wes 
redueed. . 
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- would now take the same figures, merely 
iqing such items as had become necessary from 

extension of the sphere of operations, and he 
o dj that the House would consent to give what 
eae asked by his amendment. More than 
amount it would not, in his opinion, be just 
ee less than this would not be sufficient to 
"yon the work. The work which had been 
ied since the late Administration went out of 
um, justified the addition which he had made 
hs amendment. Such was the state of things 
. the districts of California and Oregon, accord- 
we to the representations of the gentleman from 
jegon yesterday, as well as of other persons 
recently arrived from distant portions of our coun- 
ry, that the exact limit to which the cost of col- 
ction there should be restricted, could not be 
éxed. lt was a condition of things unexampled, 
wokoown in any other country in the world. 
i; was not possible to specify in figures the pre- 
ise amount which ought to be appropriated. 
Taking into consideration the estimates of the late 
secretary of the Treasury, and the new circum- | 
gances which had since occurred—taking one with | 
ihe other, it was clear that the work could not be 
jone for a less amount than was fixed by his 
amendment, and which only looked to an approx- 
imation of the real cost. 

If it could be supposed that there were any pur- 
nose among gentlemen on the other side to impede 
ihe collection of the revenue, and to embarrass the 
operations of the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
vegged to admonish them that the result would be 
a loss, instead of a saving to the public treasury. | 
Could it be possible that any one desired to place 
themerchant, who may now be abroad collecting his 
cargo, ina position of embarrassment on return- 
ing to his country, when he should find himself 
prevented from landing his goods—now when, as 
be stated yesterday, ‘*every other seat and desk 
in the castom-houses had been vacated ?”’ 

He would assert, without the fear of contradic- 
tion, thata less sum than he now proposed by his 
amendment would not be sufficient to insure the 

rformance of the services which were required. 
His proposition had this advantage, that it appro- 
priated specific sums in all cases in which the items 
of cost could be ascertained. 

Mr. GREEN wished to propound a question to 
the gentleman from New Jersey. He desired to 
know whether individuals could be found in Cali- 
fornia and Oregon willing to accept the offices at | 
the salaries which were fixed by law? | 

Mr. KING replied that he thought it not likely 
that any one could be found willing to give his ser- 
vices at such a rate of compensation. 





Mr. GREEN said he knew that such could be || 


found, 


Mr. THURSTON said he knew that none such || 


could be found. ; 

Mr. KING resumed. He would leave the gentle- 
men to settle this question between themseives. 
There was no doubt that the House would find it 
necessary, and would be ready to appropriate more 
for the cost of collection in these districts, than in 
other portions of the country. He felt quite sat- 
isfied that if we give the bill the shape which he 
proposed, and it shall be adopted in that form, it 
would be found to be especially fitted for its ob- 
ject. 

He put it to the House whether, in any view 
which could be taken, they who had recently en- 
ered on the duties of the Government, ought to 
ve required to perform those duties in circumstan- 
(es more disadvantageous than had previously ex- 
isted, at a less cost than the preceding Administra- 
ion found itself able to do? The ates 
were obviously on the side of the present incum- 
bents. During the last Congress we had a Whig 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
tnd he took pleasure in bearing testimony to the 
ability with which that gentleman filled the station. 
‘was a period in which we were engaged in a war, 
* war, too, which had been carried on by an Ad- 
ministration to which the chairman was opposed. 
But did that gentleman attempt to throw any im- 
pediment in the way of the Administration? Did 
¢ ever attempt to cavil at measures to the seventh 
ee of ahair? He would appeal to the record. 
he chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means showed himself in that position, both a 
slatesman and a patriot. Although he could not 
approve the course of the Administration, he re- 
frained from throwing any difficulty in ite way. 


|, thing beyond a line of departure from which a 





He would now call on the gentleman from Virgin- 
ia [Mr. Bayzy] to imitate the example of the chair- 
man of the last Committee of Waysand Means. He 
may rest assured, that by taking such a course he 
will not suffer in his reputation either before his con- 
stituents or the country. If the gentleman from 
Virginia would take the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means of the late Congress for 
his example, he will not lessan his weight in this 
House or anywhere else, If he will consent toa 

| fair and: adequate appropriation, he (Mr. ‘K.) 
| would be ready to vote with him, and to. join 
him cordially in every effort to reduce the cost as 
far as may be consistent with the public interest. 
| Let him do as his predecessor in the chair of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means did, bring | 
| down these matters to the test of figures, and every- 
thing would go on well. 

It is the proper time to 

| thing connected with the collectign of the revenue 

| is in a state of confusion. It is impossible to | 

| carry on the operations of the Treasury as things 
now stand. The able and faithful Secretary who 

| now administers the duties of the Department, is | 

| at this moment in a most uncomfortable position— 

| his hands tied—unable to take a step. 

Now he would ask gentlemen on the other side | 
whether they really believed that the intelligent | 

| framers of the last law intended, in limiting the 








| rule which was at no time, and in no change of 
| circumstances, to be transcended? The acquisition 


| cost of collection. It never could have been pro- | 
| posed that a rule should be established, stringent | 
; and unalterable, without reference to geographical 
| limits. It could never have been intended for any- 


| correct course could be made. 

One of the objects of that law was clearly to | 
| limit the discretion in the hands of the Secretary 
| of the Treasury. But it could never have been 


do this now, when every- | 
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service less than Mr. Walker expended. One half 
of what Mr, Walker anpendadic was $1,066,318. 
The first item of the gentleman’s amendment a 
propriates $1,000,000; and he would leave 
impression, therefore, that it was $66,318 less than 
Mr. Walker had, But he makes an additional 
appropriation gf $50,000 for warehouses. Now, 
the warehousing expenses were included in Mr. 
Walker’s expenditure. 

Mr. PH LX said he understood the gentle- 
man from Virginia to charge the warehouse ex- 
penses upon the expenses of the collection of the 
revenue for 1848. e (Mr. P.) thought by refer- 
ring to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
there would be found no charge for warehouses 
unul 1849. 

Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman from New York, 
is mistaken. According to a statement furnished 
by the present Secretary of the Treasury, the ex- 


| penses under this head in 1848 were $152,723. He 


states it now to be $194,634. But to make up 
that sum he adds $42,571, the pay of inspectors 
employed as store-keepers, but paid as inspectors; 
which item left out, as it ought to be, would leave 


| this expenditure $152,063, about the same as Mr. 


| 
| 
| 


/amount of the cost to $1,560,000, to establish a | 


| Walker’s. 


But take him at his word, and the ex- 
cess this year is but $41,911 for the whole year, 
Yet the amendment of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Kine,] appropriates $50,000 for the 
half year, which in fact, according to their own 


| showing, increases the amount given to Mr. Mer- 


|| estimated by the Saari 
8 





| contemplated to lay down a rule to govern all fu- || 


| ture expenditures, which should, like the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, be unchangeable. This 
| law had been already subjected to three different 
| constructions. In the first place there was the con- 
| struction put upon it by the chairman of the Com- 
| mittee of 


| ferent construction put upon it by a member of the 


same committee. And, thirdly, there was the con- | 


struction of the law by the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury and the officers employed in carrying it into 
| execution. All these constructions differed from 
| each other. It must be perfectly evident from | 
this fact, that there was not in the language of the 
law that complete perspicuity which was assumed 
by some gentiemen who had referred to it. 

As far as he had been able to bring his mind 
| to a conclusion on the subject, there could be no 
better, because no safer, rule than to take the sys- 
tem which had been adopted during the last Ad- 
ministration, and to apply it to the present. He had 
only made one alteration from the estimates of 
| the Secretary, by deducting $100,000 because he 
| thought there had been a mistake made in the 
| item concerning warehouses. 
But for the clause adding the amount receivable 
| from cartage, drayage, &c., the late Secretary of 
| the Treasury would not have been able to get 
along. And therefore this item is embraced in 
his proposition. 

With reference to the cost of collection in Cali- 
| fornia and Oregon, it was clear, from what infor- 
mation had been given by those who were person- 
ally conversant with the condition of things in 
| those places, that no exact basis could be formed 
on which specific appropriations could be made. 
| All that ita peared possible for us to do in respect 
| to these collections, was to approximate as clasely 
| a8 we could to the facts. 
| Heconcluded with moving the previous ques- 
| tion; but withdrew it at the request of Mr. Bay ty. 
|. Mr. BAYLY. Mr. Speaker, | should not have 

deemed it necessary to say a word in addition to 
what I have already submitted, but for two re- 
marks of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
zg He has said that his amendment gives 





less to Mr. Meredith for the Atlantic service than 
Mr. Walker expended in 1848; and he asks, witha 
deal of emphasis, if we ought not to be will- 

ing to this. 
ir, 1 admit his proposition on the face of it 
would seem to give Mr. Meredith for the Atlantic 


ays and Means. Then there was a dif- || 


- ¥ —— ao —_ 


( : /edith upwards of $29,000. Then an additional 
| of California had made an important change in the |, r 9 ie aeeediaasie 


appropriation of $50,000 is made for new districts, 
and increase of business. It has not intimated that 
there would be on the eastern side of the conti- 


|| nent any increase of business, except such as 


| grew out of new districts. On the contrary, it is 
that the business of 
this year will be less than 1848. There has been 
| but one new district established since that time, 
| except in California and Oregon, which is other- 
wise provided for, and that is Brazos de Santiago, 
and the collector there only estimates the expense 
for a whole year at $20,000. Half of it is $10,000, 
; and leaves an excess of $40,000. Besides this, 
| Mr. Meredith had reduced the marine service 
| one-third in June last—before the commencement 
| of the fiscal year. The year preceding, its expense 
was $274,488—one-third of which was $91,000 
| and some odd dollars. 
Mr. VINTON, That is for the whole year. 
Mr. BAYLY. Itis. The half of it is forty- 
| five thousand and odd dollars. 
Then Mr. Walker was charged with the ex- 
| penses of the debenture system, abolished by 
| the act of 3d March last, That is estimated at 
| $40,000—one half of which is $20,000. Besides 
| all this the revenye-cutters, during the war with 
| Mexico, were armed and equipped as vessels of 
war, but paid as cutters. The additional charge 
| in this respect must have been great; the precise 
| amount of it cannot be stated. Put it at $50,000, 
(and it could not have been less,) and it remains 
| still to be stated that a portion of the revenue ser- 
vice has been removed from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific; and to the extent of that removal has 
there been a relief to the necessary expense of the 
Atlantic service. 

To recapitulate : add to the $1,000,000, $29,000 
for warehouses; $40,000 for new districts; for re- 
duction of revenue service, $45,000; for saving, in 
consequence of abolition of debenture system, 
$20,000; increased expenditure upon cut ters used 
as vessels of war, say $50,000—for half year, 
| $25,000; to say nothing about the revenue-cut- 
ter force transferred to California,—and the to- 
tal will give Mr. Meredith $93,000 more for the 
Auantc coast than Mr. Walker expended. So 
the gentleman is entirely wrong when he supposes 
a is giving Mr. Meredith less than Mr. Walker 

ad. 

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Kine} 
| has recommended me to emulate the example of 
| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

Means during the last Congress, who he informs 
us never attempted to thwart the Administration, 
but always took pleasure in carrying out their 
views, and cordially coéperating with them in their 
| financial project. The gentleman from New Jer- 
sey was not a member of the last Congress. If he 
had been, I should have been greatly surprised at 
his statement. I was a member of that Con- 





ress, and recollect the course of the gentleman 
m Ohio well; and so far from always sustaining 
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ouse, rather than to 





give vent to them. 
|” Mr. BAYLY, in conclusion, in complianee with 
his pledge to Mr. Kine, renewed the demand for 
the previous question. 
r. GREEN appealed to the gentleman from 
New Jersey to withdraw the demand, pledging 


financial measures, he frequently went counter to | school my feelings in this 


them. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if he understood the 
honorable gentleman from Virginia to say that he 
{Mr. Viwron] had not during the last Congress 
proposed to give the Administration all they | 
asked ? 

Mr. BAYLY. Not exactly that. But I recol- || himself to renew it. . 
lect that when the Administration asked for a loan, || Mr, KING declined, saying that he did not feel 
to carry on the war, the gentleman insisted upon || authorized to eee with the gentleman’s request. 
Treasury notes, and | aided in defeating him. Tellers were asked and ordered on the demand 

A Voice: What is the difference ? for the previous question; (and Messrs. Evans of 

Mr. BAYLY. The whole amount of the pre- || Ohio and McQueen were appointed.) 
mium we received on the loan, or, in other words, ||} And the vote having been taken, stood—ayes 
a half of a million of dollars, as the result showed. || 103, noes not counted. 

I could go further, but I have no desire to do it. {| So there was a second. 

Sir, what evidence have | given of a partisan || Mr.GREEN asked the yeas and nays on order- 
feeling in this matter? The moment the joint res- || ing the main question; which were refused. | 
olution came from the Senate, | asked and ob- || Mr. SCHENCK suggested, as an inquiry, to | 
tained the unanimous consent of the House to have || the Speaker, whether the only possible effect of 
it read twice and referred to the Committee of || refusing to second the demand for the previous 
Ways and Means. If there had been a single || question would not be to throw the joint resolu- 
factious person on our side, he could have defeated || 
it, for it required unanimous consent. It was ob- || The SPEAKER said, if the House refused to 
tained. hat was the joint resolution? It was || order the main question, the joint resolution would 
one which had passed the Senate unanimously. It || go over until to-morrow. ae 
was saisfactory to Whigs and Democrats in that || Mr. SCHENCK. So that the only object is 
body. When it passed, Whigs remarked, it was || delay. 
fair and satisfactory. Yet when it came to us,and || | The yeas and nays were then refused. 

Mr. Meredith represented that he could not get || And the question was then taken on the first 
along with the amount appropriated, | agreed to || branch of the main question, which was on agree- 
an amendment which, according to the statements || ing to the amendment of the gentleman from New 
then made to us by Mr. Meredith, largely increased || Jersey, (Mr. Kina.]} 

it, and | reported it to this House. Was this || The amendment was again read. 


ei | 
factious opposition ? || Mr. GREEN asked the yeas and nays, which 
Again, when I asked the House to go into Com- || were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
mittee of the Whole upon the bill, 1 did so at the | 105, nays 93, as follows: 
risk of discourtesy to my friend from Mississippi, YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Alien, Alston, Anderson, 
[Mr. Brown,] and probably would have offended | Audrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
him if he had not appreciated my inotives. When || Burrows, Chester Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
I moved the resolution and pressed its passage, to | pre ip lars fd ern Hap eee Sana, 
stop debate, is it not recollected that several oh Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
my personal and political friends remonstrated, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
and several gentlemen on this side also com- Hampine, Eaymont, Hebard, Henry, ianerd, Henan, 
plained ? Why, then, this admonition to me to BOWE, ¢ unter, ackson, James has onnson, err, aries . 
follow the example of the gentleman from Ohio, || [rvin, Horace Manus Marshall, Matieson, McGaughey, Me: 
when it is very certain | have not faltered out of || Kissock, R. M. McLane, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
it, to say the least? || Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Mr. KING, of New Jersey, be ged to assure || Pienix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 
the honorable gentleman and the House, that he 
|Mr. K.] had made no charge that the gentle- | 
man had done anything contrary to the high course 
he (Mr. K.] had been recommending. But he 
had merely advised the honorable gentleman (if it | 
was not too presuming in so humble a member) | 
that, in his opinion, it would tend to the harmony 
and comfort of the House, and the promotion of 
the interests of the country, if the honorable gen- 
tleman should follow the example of his predeces- 











Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘Taylor, James Thompson, 
J. B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—105. 
NAYS—Meesrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
I. G. Harris, 8S. W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, 


i ‘ j La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 

Me, the chairman of the Committee of ays and nand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, McMullen, Mce- 
— y . Queen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, 
Mr. BAYLY. If there was nothing in my || Olds, Orr, Parker, Peuslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 





course to justify the reproach implied in the rec- 
ommendation to me to follow the example of my 
predecessor, when I had not fallen short of it to 
say the least, why was it made? 

Mr. HOUSTON said he rose on his part of 
the House, inasmuch as the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means felt that he 
had been arraigned for the course he was pursuing 
towards this Administration, to bear testimony to : 
the fact that the gentleman had exhibited no want Mr. KING moved to reconsider the vote and to 
of zeal in the acceleration of his mexusures in the || lay that motion on the table. i 
House; that the gentleman’s effort had been to || And the question having been taken and decided 
Soar apy brn wee a ss sabes. | ledvepen thewahe the motion to reconsider was | 

e (Mr. H. rated wi e gentleman . 
not 7 publicly, vat with some edenuation out | The question then recurred on ordering the joint 
of 2 pee But, at the samé time—he did not canta to a third tans P . 
make the charge with an litical pur —he ief conversation followed on a point o 
must say he had found nw AP gr the aponeh whieh order between Mr. DISNEY and the SPEAKER. 
ches ee chairman had thought proper to |, ep igs aarnde ety Committee on En- 
make upon the introduction of this resolution, || roll ills, made a report. 
which ty thinairhe objectionable. The question was then taken and the joint reso- 

Mr. BAYLY. There has been a concerted effort || lution was ordered to a third reading. 
made in this House, and out of it, to make the | And having been read a third t'me by its title, 
impression that we desired to embarrass the Ad- and the question being, “ Shall this joint resolu- 
ministration in our action on this bill. Nothing |! tion pass ?’— é 
cath be more unfounded. | We will take now the Mr. KING, of New Jersey, demanded the pre- 
reaalution which passed ‘the Senate, with the ap- vious question. 
probation of the Administration side of it. We | There was « second, and the main question was 
are willing to go beyond it. | But because we are || ordered to be now taken. 
not disposed to remove all limit to expenditure, | Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the yeas and 
we are denounced. I shall not speak Of this as |! nays, which were ordered. ‘ - 


Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, 
Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whit- 
tlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—93. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


{[Mr. Crowe declined to vote, stating that he 
had paired off with the gentleman from Arkansas, 
Mr. Jounson.]} 


a 














——_—_- 


Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sechermerhorn, Schoolcraft, | 
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eee 
the Administration, even in time of war, in their | my feelings prompt me to speak; for I prefer to 


| Burt, J. Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Carter, Cley 


| 
| 
| 
| 
tion over until to-morrow ? | 


And the main question, ‘ Shall this Soine-vee 
lution pass?’ was taken and decided in the affirms. 
tive—yeas 110, nays 77—as follows : e 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston 
Andrews, Baker, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Broo! a 
J. moh qarare. oar Buiter, dove 
Cam » Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cole : 
Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon,’ Doty, Geer! paren, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, p..” 
ley, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow Gon, Gould, Grinnet 
Halloway, Hampton, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hitian’ 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, James [, Sein’ 
son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. Ki - 
John A. King, Preston King, Levin, Horace Mann Mae 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Robert M. \_ 
Lane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, yt. 
ton, Nelson, Oyle, Otis, Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitman Puteam 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rune,’ 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Bheppery 
Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, cane Frederick P. Stanton’ 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thadden! 
Stevens, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, Joly 
B. Thompsen, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—1i9 " 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale 
Bingham, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd. Albert G Brown, But’ 


Ton, 
rooks, Wiblliayy 


P. Caldwey, 


Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dimmick, Suche, a 


mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Green 
Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris 
Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 


Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, Letiler, Little. 
field, J. Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 


McLanahan, McQueen, Miller, Miltson, Morris, Olds, Orr 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robin. 
son, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Stetson, Thomas, Jaco) 
Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Wal. 
lace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward 
and Young—77. : 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved a reconsid. 
eration of the vote, and that that motion be |aid 
upon the table. 

Mr. DISNEY* said, that as he proposed to 
take some further action on the resolution, and 
having no other mode by which he could accom. 
plish his object, he would ask the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Kine, and was decided in the affirmative. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
THE ANNUAL MESSAGE, CALIFORNIA, Ke. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend. 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a view to dispose of the President's Mes- 

It was important (Mr. B. said) that that 
message should be acted upon. 

The motion having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boro 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions referring to the appropriate committees 
the various subjects embraced in the Annual Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States. 

r. BROWN, of Mississippi, was entitled to the 
floor. He said he would occupy a very few minutes, 
in ‘presenting some views which he should have 
presented the other day, but for the expiration of 
his hour. 

Having already taken his position against the 
President’s recommendation of the California con- 
stitution, and having expressed his abhorrence of 
the whole series of movements, which led to its 
adoption by the people in that country, he should 
not farther allude to the President or Cabinet in 
that connection. 

A new character had presented himself, as one 
of the champions of this new and extraordinary 
political movement. He alluded to General Cass, 
the late Democratic candidate for the Presidency. 
That distinguished gentleman had redeemed his 
pledge, and the pledge of his friends, on the sub- 
Ject of the Wilmot proviso. He had spoken against 
it. He had expressed his determination not © 
vote for it. With this he was satisfied; he would 
o further, and say, that the speech, so far as it re 
fated to the proviso, challen his admiration 
and excited his gratitude. [ft was 
sound views, eloquently and happily expressed. 
And no one could read it attentively without con- 
ceding to its author great ability. If the distin- 
guished gentleman had closed his speech with his 
argument against the proviso, there would not 
have been a man in all the country more willing 
than himself to award him the highest oe 
But the an marred eos; sat which be 
opinions, in closing paragraphs, 

(Mr. B.) and the southern people generally would 
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